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OIC revitalisation :•_.; 

DHAKA, (A?) — Ba ng ladesh 
Foreign Minister Humayun Rav 
|heed Ghowdhury cailedon Friday 
' for tbe revitaJisatkra of die Org- 
anisation of IstarrA* Conference 
(OIC) to enable it to .deal more 
efifocavely with the Gulf war and 
otheuirobleins. ‘*We shall be djs- 


enssing die ways and meaner to 
make the OIC 'more effective,’’' 
Mr. Hon&yim.-Rasheed told, the 

official BSS news agency before 
. leaving for. Morocco to attend the 
'four-day- OIC foreign ministers’ 
coaference m Fez,startmg Jam 6. 
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Gemayel describes 

summit with Assad 
as ‘very successful’ 


fcxeplied over tank 
in oflsrael- The 

tanks fb^i^Svmlast-week and 
iaqre.thah& 


pasttwodays m 


paper s^- 1 ‘Syria is the only fii- 
endoftheStiv^t Unfonfoat acq- 
uired that geaeiaifon erf uitra- 
sophistkatedLT-SQ. tanks which 
mo&bf die Warsaw Pact countries 
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ted^ tfa& uakientiSed diplomats as 
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FtwJSoviei Jews 
come to braet . 

ft - 

T$L. AVIV (R) - <^y 30 per 
cent of Soviet Jews allowed to 
leaVer the Soviet Union .hi' 1985 
immigrated info Israel, according 
fo ministry of and 


» I IVK«: 1 I < I. H'*AK 


that of the 1,140 Soviet Jews gra- 
nted emigre H qd visas to come to. 
Israel last year only 348 elected to 
come to Israel. The others 'used 
Vienna, where they arriveby train 
framfo&Sovit Union, asa transft 
station, pl anning to seek homes in 
Europe or the Unked States. Dur- 
incEteceraberl 985 , only lOof the 
•?gj^S:Vba) left feeSo^^Unrocr 
^ame to Israel . " 
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BEIRUT (Agencies) — Lebanese President 
Amin Gemayel said on FViday his secret talks 
with Syrian President Hafez A! Assad on the 
Lebanese militia peace pact were successful. 


“ What I am interested in is end- 
ing the state of war in all senses of 
the word, not merely in writing” 
Mr. Gemayel told reporters upon 
his return to Lebanon. “The visit 
was very successful."" 

Mr. Gemayel added that his two 
days of talks covered all aspects of 
the peace agreement formally 
aiding die country’s decade-long 
civil war. 

1 “Ending the state of war lies in 
careful consideration of the sol- 
ution which lays down the basis of 
a future Lebanon,” he said, add- 
ing thatpeace would be achieved. 

Mr.- Gemayel and Mr. Assad 
had five hours of talks on Friday 
on the Syrian-backed peace pact 
signed by Lebanon’s main milit ia 
chiefs. 

‘‘They discussed the practical 
ways and means of carrying out 
the peace plan,"" said a souroe 
dose to Mr. Gemayel. The mee- 
ting in closed session was “very 
positive” he told Reuter. 

Sources close to Mr. Gemayel 
told the AP the two leaders agreed 
to meet again in Damascus next 
Thursday became Mr. Gemayel 
: “needed, mow time for con- 
sultations on thq agreement” with 
T-abapese political leaders. - 


The sources, who spoke op con- 
dition of anonymity, said Mr. 
GemayeTs consultations would be 
aime d at “rallying maximum sup- 
port for the tripartite agr- 
eement.”' 

The Assad government has inv- 
ited other Lebanese political lea- 
ders for tallcs in Damascus aimed 
at rallying support for the accord. 

Ex-President Suleiman Fra- 
njieh, a Syrian ally whose Marada 
(Giants), militia controls the nor- 
thern flank of the Christian hea- 
rtland, is due in Damascus on Sat- 
urday. 

Syria's government daily Tis- 
hrinsaid on Friday Damascus was 
adopting a "carrot and stick” 1 pol- 
icy towards opponents of the pact, 
a reference to some Christian lea- 
ders who oppose proposed ref- 
orms to give Mus lims more say in 
government 

* Beirut’s As Safir newspaper 
said Christian politicians would 
meet at Bkirlri, about 15 kil- 
ometres north erf Beirut, to discuss 
the pact following inter Christian 
street battles in Beirut three days 
ago. 

Masked gunmen ambushed a 
presidential motorcade last Tue- 
sday, but Mr. Gemayel was not in 


his white Mercedes at tbe time. 

Minutes later, “Lebanese For- 
ces” mili tia intelligence chief 
Assad Shaftari was attacked nea- 
rby with anti-tank grenades. He 
escaped unhurt. 

The attacks sparked the worst 
clashes in east Beirut for five 
years, killing at least 12 people. 
The dashes also raised tension 
between Mr. Geraayel’s sup- 
porters and the “Lebanese For- 
ces.” one of the signatories to the 
militia pact. 

Beirut's A1 Amal newspaper, 
controlled by the “Lebanese For- 
ces ” warned tbe mostly Christian 
Falangist Party not to obstruct tbe 
militia peace pact in secret while 
supporting it verbally. 

“The fate of the summit dep- 
ends on Mr. Gemayers end- 
orsement of the tripartite (militia) 
agreement.” it said on Friday. 

The “Lebanese Forces”" broke 
away from the Falangist Party last 
Mardi and its leader, Elie Hob- 
eika, signed the Syrian-brokered 
peace agreement along with Pro- 
gressive Socialist Party leader 
Walid Junblatt and Shfite militia 
leader Nabih Beni last Saturday. 

In an interview with the 
London -based weekly Al Majalla, 
Mr. Berri said foe civfl war was not 
yet over. “The war is going on... 
we hope the peace accord will 
wipe out many obstacles but we 
believe its primary opponent is 
president GemayeL”jie said. 


Lebanon considers appeal 
to U.N. against Israeli attacks 

Katyusha attacks alarm Israeli leaders 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The Leb- 
anese' government on Friday was 
considering lodging a complaint 
agamst Israel in the United Nat- 
ions' Security Council for Israel’s 
military retaliatory actions against 
villages in South Lebanon. 

The move stemmed from Isr- 
ael's expulsion of tbe population 
of the village of Kbunin on Mon- 
day. Israeli and SLA troops sto- 
rmed the villages in the Israeli- 
occupied “security belt” after four 
SLA nuHtiameh were slain by res- 
istance men. 1 

.Israel, meanwhile, threatened 
military action against resis- 
tance men in South Lebanon after 
rocket attacks on its largest nor- 
thern settlement of Kiryat Shm- 
ona. 

. Lebanese security sources told 
Reuter Israeli troops and SLA 
militiamen shelled the South Leb- 
anon port of Sidon on Thursday, 
kjUrng a woman and wounding 


two men. 

The Katyusha rocket that hit 
Kizyat Simona, was the first roc- 
ket to tut the centre of the set- 
tlement of 20,000 since Pal- 
estinian shelling forced thousands 
to flee in 1981. 

Rafael Eitan, a right-wing par- 
liament member who as a former 
chief of staff led Israeli forces inv- 
ading Lebanon in June 1982, told 
army radio that Israeli troops sho- 
uld return to Lebanon and widen 
the Israeli-designated "security 
belt” if the. attadcs persisted. 

He recommended that Israel 
occupy a 35-kilometre strip in 
Lebanon reaching to the Litani 
River. “Then the rockets wouldn't 
reach our northern settlements,”' 
he said. 

Gen. Antoine Lahd, com- 
mander at the SLA, visited the 
northern Israeli settlement of 
Metnlla on Thursday night and 
also called for an extended “sec- 


urity zone,”' Israeli newspapers 
reported. 

Four other rockets exploded 
just in foe vicinity, but the only 
damage reported was in Kiryat 
Shmona. 

Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
said “tbe government will take 
appropriate measures to deal with 
the return of Katyusha rockets.” 

Uri Lubrani, in charge of liaison 
with the SLA and the "security 
zone,”" warned Israel would not 
tolerate further attacks. 

“ What will happen is that every 
attack will be met with a response, 
according to what is required ” 
Lubrani said. 

The rocket and artillery exc- 
hanges coincided with increased 
resistance activity in South Leb- 
anon and tension finked to the att- 
acks at Rome and Vienna airports 
and Syria's deployment of anti- 
aircraft missiles in east Lebanon. 


Reagan says Soviets should end 
‘malevolent activities’ in C. America 


LOS ANGELES (R) - US. Fre- 
. sklent Ronald Reagan has said in 
an intervk w released by the White 
House that the Soviet Union sho- 
uld end its “ malevolent activities” 
in Central America if it wanted 
better relations with the United 
States. 

Mr. Reagan told the Mexican 
news agency Noticias de Mexico 
that Moscow resorted to "sub- 
version and support for terrorism” 
after realising it would be unable 
to establish communism by choice 
in the region. 

Mr. Reagan, who was to hold 
talks with Mexican President 
Miguel de la Madrid in the border 
town- of Mexicali on Friday, has 
long accused Moscow of becking 
and supplying arms to leftist ins- 
urgencies in Central America. 

Release of the written int-' 
erview, which was given some 
time ago, came a day after an unp- 
recedented exchange of New. 
Year’s messages between Mr. 
Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail, 
Gorbachev. Both leaders called 
for improved relations. 

A Soviet commentator on Thn-' 
rsday indirectly contradicted Mr. 


that his space defence initiative' 
(SIX) anti-missile defence did not; 
pose a threat to anyone. 


In a commentary issued by the 
official news agency TASS, mil- 
itary analyst Vladimir Bogachev 
also said that the planned system 
might turn on its creators like a 
“space frankenstein.” 

Without mentioning Mr. Rea- 
gan by name, Bogachev said sup- 
porters of the system, known pop- 
ularly as “Star Wars,” argued that 
it would “threaten no one.""The 
same phrase was used by Mr. Rea- 
gan in his televised New Year 
message. 

In their New Year messages, 
Mr. Reagan and Mr. Gorbachev 
pledged to work for peace and 
understanding in 1986 but the 
development of missile defence 
systems remained a deeply div- 
iding issue. 

U.S. officials said they hoped 
the exchange of pre-fecoided 
five- minute messages would help 
“to maintain the momentum of 
dialogue'" begun at the Geneva 
summit last November when Mr. 
Reagan and Mr. Gorbachev met 
for tire first time. 

In their messages, broadcast 
simultaneously in foe two nations,' 
both leaders expressed hope for 
better relations, continuing what 
has become known as “foe spirit 
of Geneva.” 

But their deep division over 


“Star Wars” surfaced in both mes- 
sages. 

Mr. Gorbachev, who is bitterly 
opposed to the U.S. plan, told the 
American people that it was ‘‘sen- 
seless to seek greater security for 
oneself through new types of wea- 
pons.” 

Mr. Gorbachev added: “At pre- : 
sent every new step in the arms 
race increases the danger and the 
risk for both sides, and for all 

h umankin d-”' 

But Mr. Reagan talked a^out 
his long-held hope that SDI one 
day would make nuclear weapons 
obsolete and offer each country a 
defensive system that threatened 
no one. 

“If these technologies become a 
reality, it is my dream to one day 
free us all from foe threat of nuc- 
lear destruction,”' Mr. Reagan 
told the Soviet people. 

Just last week, the United States 
carried out an SDI-related test at 
its Nevada nuclear site which 
Moscow denounced as a violaton 
of the 1972 Anti— Ballistic Missile'' 
(ABM) treaty limiting dev- 
elopment of missile defence sys- 
tems. 

Mr. Reagan, who has tong sou- 
ght tiie opportunity to address the, 

-. (Cortfeaed ob p*gt 3) . 
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Arabsat ‘partially functioning’ 

PARIS (R) — The Arabsat system, the Arab World’s first sat- 
ellite communications venture, is partially functionihg but is lim- 
ited by a shortage of ground stations, a spokeswoman for the 
French state Aerospatiale group said Friday. She said the two 
Arabsat satellites, launched in February and June 1985, were now 
working well despite initial technical problems with the first sat- 
ellite, but that only 13 of the 22 Arab countries in the Arabsat 
group were funkin g use of them. Ground stations to receive the 
satellite signals were only operating in Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Djibouti, Jordan, Kuwait and Tunisia, although other countries 
were able to make use of the facilities, she raid. Ute satellites had 
so far mainly been used, well below their capacity, for some 
television exchanges in the region. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon l'poond; Saadi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 



Italy may seek to 
arrest Abu Nidal 


Tbe Portuguese flag (second left) and the Spanish flag (right) fly in 
front of the European Community (EO headquarters in Brussels 
after Portugal and Spain formally joined tbe 10-nation EC on New- 
Year’s Day 

Spain, Portugal given 
EC responsibilities 


BRUSSELS (R) - The new Spa- 
nish and Portuguese members of 
the European Community (EQ 
Commission were awarded their 
responsibilities on Friday at the 
body’s first meeting since Spain 
and Portugal joined foe EC on 
New Year’s Day. 

Commission President Jacques 
Delors used the occasion to rat- 
ionalise and streamline existing 
duties in the expanded 17-man 
team, which runs the EC on a 
day-to-day basis. 

Diplomats said that the decision 
to grant administration of the 
often controversial EC fishing pol- 
icy to the Portuguese com- 
missioner, 5'2-year-old Antonio 
Cardoso E. Cunha. was likely to 
raise some eyebrows in Madrid. 

Spain and Portugal have often 
fallen out over fishing rights, par- 
ticularly in the sensitive sardine 


Israeli 
taxi driver 
shot dead 

TEL AVTV ( Agencies) — An Isr- 
aeli taxi driver was shot dead ove- 
rnight in a second similar attack in 
two straight days and police were 
considering the possibility' that 
Palestinians were responsible, 
newspapers reported Friday. 

The daily Yediot Ahronot said 
40-year-old Yaacov Papiashvili 
was shot in the head in his cab on 
(he outskirts of the town of Lod, 
20' kilometres southeast of Tel 
Aviv. 

Yediot quoted police as saying 
they were investigating foe pos- 
sibility that the killing, along with 
a similar attack the night before, 
■were the work of anti-Israeli res- 
istance activists. 

On Wednesday night, another 
cab driver in foe same area said a 
passenger tried to shoot him, but 
the attacker's gun failed to fire. 
When he struggled with his ass- 
ailant , the cab driver was knifed in 
the back. 

According to the Israeli army, 
16 Israelis were killed in attacks in 
and around the occupied ter- 
ritories in 1985, and seven were 
killed in 1984. 

In another incident, a small 
bomb exploded in a garbage can 
Friday during rush hour on a busy 
street in a Tel Aviv suburb, sli- 
ghtly wounding one person, a pol- 
ice spokeswoman said. 

. The spokeswoman said the blast 
occurred at 8:40 am. (0640 
GMT) in Ramat Gan, south of Tel 
Aviv, scattering debris into the 
road. A street vendor was scr- 
atched in the face but not hos- 
pitalised, she said. 

Police suspected the explosion 
was a Palestinian attack, but did 
not rule out criminal motives. 

Israel Radio said 10 Arabs in 
the area were detained for que- 
stioning. 

* Another bomb exploded out- 
side an Israeli army command post 
in northern Jerusalem on New 
Yearns Day causing no injuries. 

The command post is a regional 
headquarters with control over 
the occupied West Bank. 


sector. 

Manuel Marin. 36, one of the 
two Spanish commissioners, was 
awarded responsibility for EC soc- 
ial affairs, education, and training. 

The other Spanish com- 
missioner, 44-year-old Abel Mat- 
ures. was made responsible for 
credit, investments and financial 
instruments with special res- 
ponsibility for small and 
medium-sized enterprises. 

Irish Commissioner Peter Sut- 
herland, who previously was res- 
ponsible for both social affairs and 
employment, retained his most 
important portfolio, competition, 
and was put in charge of the com- 
mission's often-strained relations 
with the European Parliament. 

Diplomats said Agriculture 
Commissioner Frans An dries sea 
would shed no tears about losing 
fishing to Mr. Marin 


ROME (Agencies) — Italian aut- 
horities have decided to seek an 
international arrest warrant for 
Abu Nidal, a Libya-supported 
Palestinian renegade, in con- 
nection with the Dec. 27 attack at 
a Rome airport, newspapers rep- 
orted on Friday. 

In Naples, a U5. naval task 
force led by the aircraft earner 
Coral Sea left for an undisclosed 
Mediterranean destination after a 
holiday port call, an American 
military spokesman said. 

The Italian cabinet met to dis- 
cuss proposed laws that would 
place stricter controls on for- 
eigners in Italy following the twin 
attacks that killed 19 people at the 
Rome and Vienna airports one 
week ago. 

Israel has accused Libya of har-. 
bou ring Abu Nidal and has said 
his group has carried out 33 ope- 
. rations during the past year, kil- 
ling 90 people and injuring 350. 

The attack last Friday at the 
Rome airport, which lolled 16 
people and injured more than 70, 
stunned I talians and prompted 
fresh calls for stricter control of 
foreigners in the country. 

The proposed new laws, which 
would have to be approved by 
both houses of parliament, bad 
deen earlier proposed after the 
hijacking last October of the Ita- 
lian cruise ship Achille Laura. 

Lt. Col. John Marchi, spo- 
kesman for the U.S. naval support 
activity in Naples, confirmed the 
departure of the Coral Sea task 
force Friday morning. Bat he bru- 
shed aside Italian newspaper rep- 
orts that all leaves were cancelled 
for U5 military personnel in Italy. 

The newspapers said all U.S. 
bases and their personnel have 
been placed on a semi-alert for z 
possible American military action 
against Libya. 

Rome's D Messaggero and 
Milan’s Corriere Della' Sera quo- 
ted unidentified judicial sources as 
saying that investigating Judge 
Domenico Sica has derided to 
seek an international warrant for 
the arrest of Abu Nidal, who has 
been named by several gov- 
ernments as foe mastermind of 
foe airport attacks in Rome and 
Vienna. 


Mr. Sica has been questioning 
the man accused as the lone sur- 
vivor of four gunmen who mou- 
nted foe Rome airport attack 
with hand grenades and blazing 
automatic weapons. The attack 
killed 16 people, including three 
gunmen, and wounded about 80 
others. 

The suspect. Mohammad Sar- 
ham, has told Mr. Sica that his 
group was directed by Abu Nidal, 
who is believed to be ailing and 
hiding out in Libya. 

Mr. Sica returned Tuesday from 
a trip to Vienna, where he con- 
ferred with investigators in the 
Austrian capital about .the nearly 
simultaneous airport attack there 
which killed two bystanders and 
one of three gunmen. 'and injured 
39: 

Mr. Sica was quoted by the 
Rome daily D Tempo on Thursday 
as raying investigators believed 
the twin actions were planned to 
take place together, as cl aime d by 
Sarham and foe two surviving sus- 
pects in Vienna. 

Sarham, who has identified 
hims elf and foe Vienna gunmen as 
fighters led by Abu Nidal, has 
maintained throughout int- 
errogation, that there were eight 
people directly involved in the two 
actions, four in Vienna and four in 
Rome. 

Police, working on a tip by Sar- 
ham, on Friday discovered a 
hand-grenade from a bag left aba-* 
ndoned at Rome's Leonardo da 
Vinci airport, police said. 

Mr. Sica is to travel to Belgium 
to question two guerrilla suspects 
and a Belgian resident held after 
police discovered an arms cache, 
Belgian radio said. 

The French language statioq 
RTBF said in its midday bro- 
adcast that Mr. Sica was to arrive 
in Belgium on Friday or early Sat- 
urday in an attempt to diraover 
whether links existed between foe 
Belgian arrests and last week's 
attack. 

A Belgian Justice Ministry spo- 
kesman said the three men. whose 
identity is still unknown, were 
remanded in custody for one 

(Continued on page 3) 


Libyans demonstrate against 
nossible U.S.-Israeli attack 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Libyans 
staged massive anti-American 
demonstrations for foe second day 
running in all Libyan towns on 
Friday, vowing to defend foe cou- 
ntry against a feared attack by foe 
United States and Israel, foe 
state-run Tripoli Radio reported. 

“We are ready to face any att- 
ack by the American imperialists 
and Zionists, we are ready to fight 
and join suicide squads,”' the 
demonstrators chanted, said foe 
radio. 

The radio said the dem- 
onstrations started on Thursday 
and were continuing Friday. 

Mass meetings throughout foe 
country Thursday nig ht sent sup- 
port cables to Libyan leader Col- 
onel Muammar Qadhafi declaring 
foe people “are in foe trenches 
and foe frontline ready to confront 
the Zionist death train and foe 
American imperialist threats aga- 
inst foe Arab Libyan people” foe 
radio added. 

Friday’s continuing dem- 
onstrations followed a fresh ove- 
rnight appeal by the United States 
for international sanctions against 
Libya in the wake of last week's 
attacks at foe Rome and Vienna 
airports. 

* An American television rep- 
orted Thursday that the United 
States was “Very seriously” con- 
sidering taking militar y action aga- 
inst Libya in retaliation for foe 
attacks at Rome and Vienna that 
killed 19 people. 

.ABC News, riting unidentified 
U.S. o fficials and militar y' sources, 
said options under consideration 
by Washington ranged from sup- 
porting an Israeli strike to lau- 
nching its own bombing raid on 
selected targets in Libya. 

CBS News, meanwhile, quoted 
unidentified informed sources as 
saying U.S. forces in foe Med- 
iterranean sea are being built up in 
case President Reagan decides on 
a retaliatory strike. 

Pentagon spokeswoman Major 
Eugenia Thornton declined to 
comment on the reports, adding 


that it was contrary to U.S. policy 
to comment on troop strength. 

Earlier, President Reagan sco- 
rned Col. Qadhafi’ s threat to hit at 
Americans at home if Israel or tbe 
United States retaliated for gue- 
rrilla attacks (See page 2). 

Washington has accused Libya 
of harbouring Palestinian guerrilla 
leader Abu Nidal, the suspected 
’mastermind of the airport attacks, 
whose vic tims included five Ame- 
ricans. 

' On Wednesday, U.S. officials 
said the Pentagon, on Mr. Rea- 
gan’s orders, was preparing a set 
of options for possible retaliation, 
which administration sources said 
included unspecified measures 
against Libya. 

Also under consideration is 
sending foe U.S. aircraft carrier 
Coral Sea to conduct naval exe- 
rcises off Libya's Gulf of Sidra, 
where U.S. planes shot down two 
Libyan fighters four years ago. 
ABC said. The carrier left Naples 
for an undisclosed destination on 
Friday. 

Both CBS and ABC television 
networks said the U.S. adm- 
inistration was weighing the pot- 
ential risks of a strike, including 
the possibility that Col. Qadhafi 
will bold hostage tbe 1,500 to 
2,000 Americans living in the 
■country. 

Another risk of an air strike is 
that the first of Libya's new 
Soviet- made ' long-range SA-5 
anti-aircraft missiles may be ready 
for use in two weeks, ABC said. 

’ Israeli Foreign Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir was quoted on Friday 
as raying Israel had ample proof 
that Libya supported terrorists 
and called for sanctions against it. 

In an interview the Rome daily 
La Repubblka, Shamir repeated 
the theme of Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres’ address to par-' 
liament on Wednesday. 

Asked if Israel had concrete 
evidence that Libya supported 
terrorists, Shamir was quoted as 
saying: “ We have such a quantity 
of proof to guarantee agamst any. 


doubt.” 

Shamir said recent declarations 
by Col. Qadhafi had reinforced his 
image as “one of foe world leaders 
of terrorism.” 

He repeated foe Israeli call for 
economic sanctions against Libya 
by countries that buy Libyan oil. 
“I think everybody should shut 
the tap of money with which Qad- 
bafi feeds terrorism” La Rep- 
ubblica quoted Shamir as saying. 

He said Israel reserved foe right 
to strike against ‘‘terrorists'' whe- 
rever they might be and that Israel 
would strike “without foe min- 
imum hesitation” against Abu 
Nidal. 

A top Palestinian source in 
Cairo was quoted on Wednesday 
as saying that Israel had planned 
to attack PLO bases in North 
Yemen and Sudan in November. 

The authoritative daily Al 
Gomhouria quoted the unnamed 
source as saying that PLO Cha- 
irman Yasser Arafat was in Bag- 
hdad at foe time for a meeting of 
his Central Committee when he 
learned that 16 Israeli fighter pla- 
nes had taken off. 

It said Mr. Arafat contacted 
three unnamed Arab airports to 
confirm the Israeli aerial activity 
and said the discovery of foe Isr- 
aeli plan forced Israel to call off 
the mission. 

The PLO's representative in 
Khartoum said last month that 
Palestinian forces there had been 
placed on maximum alert in exp- 
ectation of an attack. 

In New York, police, searched 
foe Libyan mission to the United 
Nations on Thursday after a man 
saying he represented a militant 
Jewish group telephoned local 
media and said an explosive dev- 
ice had been planted in the bui- 
lding. 

Police said no bomb was found 
and no one was evacuated from 
foe mission, situated in a building 
directly across from the U J4. hea- 
dquarters. 

The caller said: “The Jewish 
(Continued on page 3) 
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wait chides U.S. 
provoking Libya 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Kuwait has chided the Uni- 
ted States for taking a “provocative step” against 
the Libyan regime of Col. Muammar Qadhafiafter 
the terrorist raids at Rome and Vienna airports. 


Tile Foreign Ministry said in a 
statement that “because of its 
faith in Arab solidarity, Kuwait 
views the American threat to sis- 
ter Libya as a violation of int- 
ernational principles and an esc- 
alation of a situation that requires 
remedy and not provocation.”" 

“No cantankerous decision can 
possibly lead to a containment of 
terrorism ” said the statement, 
distributed by the Kuwait News 
Agency, citing Washington's 
quest for unspecified action by the 
.UJS. and its allies to punish Col. 
OadhafTs government. 

Officials in Washington said last 


Tuesday that the U.S. Joint Chiefs 
of Staff had sent President Ronald 


Reagan a list of possible military 
options, including U.S. air strikes 
at Libya, to use .against terrorists 
in the Middle East. 

Kuwait, itself a target of ter- 
rorist bombings over the past two 
years, called for international act- 
ion in line with the U.N. General 
Assembly resolution issued last 
month in condemnation of int- 
ernational terrorism. 

“Terrorist acts are no jus-, 
tification for international ter- 
rorism,^ the statement said. 

“Kuwait calls on the world to 
study and remedy the underlying 
reasons that precipitated the spr- 
ead of terrorism,” it urged. 

Kuwait underlined the necessity 
of world-wide cooperation with 
security measures to deter ter- 
rorism, the statement added. 


Iran to support Libya 


Iran said Friday it would not 
stand idle if Libya were attacked 
and would respond to such an act- 
ion. 

The Iranian National News 
Agency IRNA quoted Par- 
lia meat ary Speaker Akbar Has- 
hemi Rafsanjani as voicing Teh- 
ran's support for Tripoli at a mee- 
ting with Libyan Ambassador 
Mohammad Kazern Khan sari. 

“ We will not keep silent vis- 
a-vis any possible aggression by 
imperialism. Zionism ahd reaction 
against revolutionary Libya ... we 
will not leave it unanswered,** 
IRNA. received in London, rep- 
orted Mr. Rafsanjani as saying. 

He did not spell out how Iran, 
which has strong political ties with 
Libya, would respond. 

In Kuwait, a top official of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 


(PLO) said the group would drop' 
what be called its neutral stance in 
the event of a U.S . or Israeli attack 
on Libya. 

Sal ah Khalaf. a senior member 
of the PLO's mainstream Fateh 
guerrilla group, told toe Kuwaiti 
News Agency KUNA the PLO 
would drop its neutrality “m the 
event of any Israeli agg- 
ression against Libya, regardless 
of the size of our (PLO) dif- 
ferences with that Arab country.”’ 

Relations between toe PLO and 
Libya have been strained over 
Tripoli's support for Pales tinian 
dissidents opposed to toe policies 
of PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

Libya has denied any inv- 
olvement in toe airport attacks 
and Col. Qadhafi warned that any 
attack against his country would 
plunge toe whole Mediterranean 
region into war. 

The Libyan News Agency 
JANA monitored by toe British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), 
quoted Col. Qadhafi as telling a 
■news conference in Tripoli that be 
■rejected toe description of Pal- 
estinian commandos* actions as 
terrorism. 

The Israelis had used terrorism 
against toe Pales tinians and they 
were toe “number one terrorists,” 
he said, all adding: “And all the 
world must act so as to remove tins 
terrorist camp.”’ 

Col. Qadhafi spoke after Israel 
and the United States accused 
Libya of suporting Abu Nidal, the 
Palestinian leader suspected of 
masterminding last Friday’s att- 
acks at Rome and Vie nna airports. 

Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres accused Col. Qadhafi Wed- 
nesday of r unning a “murder- 
state*’” which aids terrorists and. 
appealed to world leaders to take 
punitive action. 

TOe UJS. State Department, in 
an implied warning to Europoean 
allies, said that intensified com-' 
man do action in Western Europe 
was linked to Libyan support for 
Abn Nidal. 

Col. Qadhafi called for unity 
between Libya and Syria “to face 
up to toe imperialist and Zionist 
challenge.”’ 

He accused the United States 
and Israel of wanting to have the 
means of attack and destruction 
while forbidding others to have 
them. 

Aggression against Libya “will 
threaten the safety and security of 


the Mediterranean region and will 
threaten trade and navigation” in 
the area, the Libyan leader went 
on. 

He reiterated Libyan support 
for the Palestinians who he said 
were engaged in a “sacred struggle 
■for freedom’ r 'and added: “Ame- 
rican threats do not make us go 
back on principles and just cau- 
ses.”' 

Libya was not responsible for 
the type of operations undertaken 
by Palestinian commandos, he 
said. . 


Bonn accuses Libya 


Meanwhile in Bonn the West 
Ge rman government said Friday 
there was growing evidence that 
Libya supported toe attacks at 
Rome ana Vienna airports last 
week and that the West European 
allies would consider measures 
against toe Arab state. 

Spokesman Norbcrt Schaefer 
told a news conference that Bonn 
would reject U.S. calls for eco- 
nomic sanctions against Tripoli 
because it considered such mea- 
sures ina p prop ria te. 

“The federal government has 
learned that there is evidence of 
support for the terrorist attacks 1 
(on the airports) which points to 
the government of a third cou- 
ntry,” "Mr. Schaefer said. 

“If these firm dues should har- 
den still farther, the government 
will then coordinate joint mea- 
sures with its European partners.” 

Mr. Schaefer confirmed that the 
third country involved was Libya. 
He said evidence of Tripoli’s bac- 
king for the attacks had increased 
in toe past few days but that far- 
ther investigations were needed 
before joint European action was 
taken. 

Mr. Schaefer declined to ela- 
borate on what kind of steps the 
West Europeans migh t take aga- 
inst Libya but said Bonn ruled out 
economic measures on principle. 

“The federal government is of 
the opinion that economic san- 
ctions are not a suitable ins- 
trument, certainly not in this case 
either” he said. 

West German commentators 
have said that Bonn might con- 
sider penalising Tripoli by cutting 
air services between die two cou- 
ntries and toughening entry reg- 
ulations for Libyans. 

Lttya is the biggest Arab oil 
supplier to West Germany with 
sales of around six billion marks 
(S2.4 billion) a year and is one of 
the biggest Arab importers of 
German goods, mostly machinery 
and tracks. 


Expelled Libyans ‘planned attack’ in Spain 


MADRID (Rj — Three Libyan 
embassy employees expelled by 
Spain last week were preparing an 
attack against a leading opponent 
of Libyan leader Muammar Qad- 
hafi, the daily El Pais said Friday. 

. The paper said the target of tbe 
plot was Mohammad Yusef AJ 
Maghariaf, whom it described as 
toe mastermind of an abortive att- 
empt on Coi. Qadhafi's life in 
May, 1984. 

El Pais said Mr. Maghariaf. who 


lives in Cairo, was planning to visit 
Spain. 

Quoting intelligence sources, 
Spanish media have identified toe 
three Libyans as Mohammad Ali 
Idris, Sadeh Ahmad A wan and 
Abderraraan Zawan — all emp- 
loyees without diplomatic status. 

Idris, a consular section derk, 
was wounded in September 1984 
when two guinea later identified 
ShTite Muslim extremists opened 
fire on his car near the Libyan 


embassy in Madrid. 

Foreign Ministry spokesmen 
declined to comment on tbe rep- 
orts, saying only that toe three 
Libyans had been expelled for act- 
ivities incompatible with their sta- 
tus. 

A Spanish radio station said it 
had confirmation from official 
sources who asked not to be ide- 
ntified that the three were exp- 
elled last week before the guerrilla 
attacks on Rome and Vienna. 


Howe to make 
Gulf tour 


LONDON (R) — Sir Geoffrey 
Howe, Britain’s foreign secretary, 
will pay official visits to Oman, 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait this 
month, toe Foreign Office has 
announced. 

It said Sir Geoffrey would travel 
through the Gulf between Jan. 1 1 
and 1 S. holding discussions on the 
Iran -Iran- Iraq war, the Arab-’ 
Israeli conflict and East- West rel- 
ations. 
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Kuwaiti tanker damage is estimated 
at $250,000 alter Iranian attack 


to resume 


ATHENS (R) — Greece's Soc- 
ialist government said Friday it 
was freeing eight Arabs arrested 
here on Monday without con-, 
ditfons, having found nothing aga- 
inst them. 

Police sources said three were 
escorted to toe airport Thursday 
night and put on planes out of 
Greece, a fourth was leaving for 
Kuwait Friday, three more would 
leave soon, and erne, a student in 
Athens, would re main here. 

Police said after the arrests that 
they had a tip-off that the eight 
belonged to a Palestinian faction 
and planned a major strike in 
Greece. But senior government 
officials said there was no evi- 
dence for this. 

■ But pro-government new- 
spapers insisted Friday that seven 
of the eight were being expelled, 
not freed unconditionally, and 
rightist dailies accused toe gov- 
ernment of showing '‘imp- 
ermissible laxity towards ter- 
rorism” in handing the case. 

A further three Arabs were det- 
ained during the night after being 
seen loitering near tbe office of toe 
Israeli airline El AJ but they were 
freed Friday after questioning, 
police said. 

A representative of the dip- 
lomatic office of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLQ) 
told Renters the office had ass- 
ured the Greek government after ■ 
the arrests that toe eight had no 
intention of carrying out com- 
mando activities in Greece. 

The eight belonged to a PLO 
offshoot called the “Liberation 
Front” which supported the pol- 
icies of PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
and apart from the student living 
in Athens, they had been passing' 
through Greece en route to other 
'destinations, he added. 1 

Mr. Tzimas-, referring to attacks 
by Arab gunmen at Rome and 
Vienna airports, told Renters:! 
“ We make routine checks on for- 
eigners all the time but tbe press is 
only taking an interest now bec- 
ause of toe Rome and V ienna 
events.”’ 

Police said that among the three 
who left Thursday night was a man 
who appeared to be leader of toe 
group and was described by com- 
rades as a “major”.’ The man, 
named by the press as Sadem 
Hader, had left for Tunis and was 
due to fly on to Kuwait. 

Staff at the Athens Hotel where 
’ this mah was reported to have sta- 
yed confirmed that an Arab guest 
there was arrested on Monday 
after spending about 10 days in 
the hotel. 


KUWAIT (R) —A top cal official 
said in remarks published Friday 
that an Iranian attack on toe Kuw- 
aiti tanker Kazimah last week cau- 
sed up to $250,000 damage. 

A1 Watan newspaper quoted 
Abdul Fattah A1 Badr, ghahman 
of the Kuwait Oil Tanker Com- 
pany, as saying an emergency- 
team had left Kuwait to carry out 
repairs to the 163 ,448- ton tanker, 
bound for Europe. 

He did not specify the nature of. 
Hip damage. 

Mr. Badr had previously said' 
the Kazanah, carrying 290,000 
tonnes of exude for West Europe, 
was attacked on Dec. 26 by an 
"Iranian helicopter while anchored 
in Qatari waters. 

A projectile hit a lifeboat, he 
said toe day after the attack, but 
there were no casualties and no 
‘repairs were needed. 

A1 Watan Friday quoted him as 
saying tbe tanker had resumed its 
voyage to Europe and it gave no 
details of where or when repairs 
would be carried out. 

Meanwhile on toe Gulf war- 
front Iraq reported heavy air raids 
on Iranian targets Thursday, inc- 
luding strikes at Iran’s Kharg Isl- 
and oil export terminal and a ser- 
ies of military camps. 

A- military spokesman said tbe 
attack on Kharg in the northern 
Gulf was toe second in two days 
and the 64th since Iraq started a 
series of strikes a gains t the ter- 
minal in mid-August in an effort 
to cut Iran’s war income. 


Hie spokesman said the raids 
on six camps near the border cau- 
sed heavy casualties and material 


Iraqi fighter-bombers carried 
out more man 100 sorties during 
the day against targets toe length 
of toe 1,180 kilometre wax-front, 
he added. 

Iraq and Iran launched bom- 
bing raids and accused each other 
of attacking dvitian targets Wed- 
nesday in renewed aerial act ivi t y 
in then- five-year-old war. 

Iraq said two dvDiaiis were kil- 
led and four wounded when two 
Iranian jets attacked residential 
areas in toe northern province of 
Sulaymaniyeh. 

Iran said its planes caused heavy 

casualties and damage when they 
bombed communications facilities 
in north east Iraq. 

It was not dear if toe two rides 
were referring to toe same raid. 

Iranian news agency (IRNA) 
said the Iranian strike was a ret- 
aliation for ' 'earlier Iraqi raids on 
rural areas in which 30 civilians 
were wounded. 

Iraq also reported its first raid 
this year — toe 63rd since mid- 
August —on Iran's main oil exp- 
ort terminal on Kharg Island, in 
toe northern Gulf, while Iran said 
it toot down an Iraqi Mirage 
fighter-bomber in the southern 
war rone on Tuesday. 

. The fate of the pilot was - not 
known, IRNA said. 

IRNA also reported that Iran 
will begin shipping oil from a new 


jetty at its southern port of Jask 
next month to keep exports flo- 
wing smoothly despite the war. 
with Iraq, now in its sixth year. 

It quoted Siamak Madad, man- 
aging director of the ports and shi- 
pping organisation, as sayin g the 
new Jetty east of the narrow Strait 
of Hormuz, gateway to the Gulf, 
would be operational from Feb. 
11 . 

Two more jetties undo 1 con-, 
struetbn at toe ports of Qesfam 
and Lengeh, on tbe northern 
shore of toe strait, would open in 
March, Ufa. Madad said. 

All three new jetties would 
appear to be out erf effective range . 
of Iraqi warplanes. 

In a separate incident Iraq Thu- 
rsday denied that its jets had int- 
ercepted a Turkish plane on its 
way to collect a ministerial dd- 
egation from Tehran last Monday. : 

“Turkish authorities bad asked 
Iraq to secure the safety of a Tur- 
kish minister's plane, which was 
rejected because the plane did not 
fty across Iraqi airspace,” the Iraqi 
raws Agency (INA) quoted what 
it called a responsible source as 
saying. 

The source said Iraqi aut- 
horities could not give guarantees 
for an aircraft flying across ano- 
ther country’s airspace. 

Turkish Minister of State for 1 
Economic Affairs, Mustafa Tinaz i 
Titiz.anda 135-man business del- 
egation accompanyin g him flew 
home from Tehran Wednesday 
.over the Soviet Union. 


if Israel 


arbitration 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt w3l only* 
resume talks with Israel in their 


over toe Sinai border strip . 


of Taba when the Isr aelis ag ree to\. 
settle the issue a by arbitration, a'., 
senior Egyptian diplomat was^ 
quoted Friday as saying. 

The state-controDedT A1 Gou^; 
mhnra newspaper quoted Ass--, 
istant Foreign' Munster Abdul 1 ' 
Halim Badawi as saying: “the'; 
Tqba faltor will not resume until-; 
after toe Israeli cabinet announces ^ 
its acceptance of arbitration.”' ~ 
Mr. Badawi has been Egypf^-; 
rhjpf delegate to toe .talks. since' 
1982, when Israel retained the 
tin y enclave on the Gulf of Aqabst! 1 
after returning the rest of Sinai torj 
Egypt under their 1979’ U-S.-i;; 
sponsored peace treaty. .. . . >'i 
“The talks took thesr due tBajv; 
and there is no reason to return tc-- 
toem now ” said Mr. Badawi, who- 




sees chance of progress in 
Afghanistan, Mideast and Gulf conflicts 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — If 
relations improve between tbe 
United States and the Soviet 
Union, Islamic nations may find it 
easier to resolve conflicts in Afg- 
hanistan, the Middle East and the 
Gulf, Pakistan’s foreign minister 
said Friday. 

Mr. Sahabzada Yaqub Khan 
said as he left to attend the mee- 
ting of foreign ministers of the 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIQ that toe recent 
UJS .-Soviet summit in Geneva 
gave a glimmer of heme that world 
tensions could ease m 1986. 

The OIC might be able to take 
advantage of such an imp- 
rovement to help solve the three 
major problems facing the Islamic 
World — toe Afghan conflict, toe' 
Iran-Iraq war and the Middle East 
issue, toe minister said. 


Mr. Yaqub Khan said he hoped 
that other Islamic nations att- 
ending the conference in Fez, 
Morocco, would support Pak- 
istan's Stand on Af ghanis tan. 

Pakistan b ag been Hffmanriw^g ' 
the withdrawal of Soviet forces 
from Af ghanistan and has been 
holding indirect talks with the 
Co mmunis t government of Afg- 
hanistan on a possible political 
solution to tend the conflict there. 

Pakistan also will be seeking 
ways to end the war between Iran 
and Iraq, in concert with other 
Muslim nations, Mr. Yaqub Khan 
said. 

“We hope to encourage ave- 
nues for peace with justice bet- 
ween Iran and Iraq,'*"he said. 

The question of relations with 
Israel and hopes of establishing a 
homeland - for toe Palestinians 


would be toe other main issue to 
be discussed in Fez, toe minister 
said. 

Meanwhile a peace committee 
trying to end the Gulf war will 

report its lack erf success to foreign 
ministers of the OIC in Morocco 
next week, Malaysian Foreign 
Minister Tengku Ahmad Rit- 
hauddeen said Friday. 


assador to toe United Nations. 

The Israeli goverament is diw 
ided over whether to accept arb- 
itration or insist on a settlement < 
through conciliation between toe 
two countries. . . : 

The last round of Taba talks'^' 
were held last month in IsraeL.. ^ 
In Israel, officials told foreign^ 7 
newsmen they faad oot heard from^ ^ 
Cairo of any new Egyptian dec- 7 ;' 
ision cm Taba. ; '-<r~ 

The officials said tow wotAt^^ 
withold comment on Mr . Badawfj^ 
statement until it was dear who? 
tfaer he was expressing a new gov^ <y. 
eminent stance or a personal pro/ 
ference. 


Mr. Ritoauddeen, whose cou- 
nty is one of foe eight members of 
the Islamic Peace Committee, told 
reporters it would seek advice 
from the meeting but offered no 
new ideas for ending the five- 
year-okl Iran-Iraq war. 

Hie OIC foreign minister mee- 
ting in Fez from Jan. 6 to 10 is due 
to focus on economic issues, but 
Mr. Ritoauddeen said it would 
also discuss foe Golf war. 


Chinese premier 
to visit Iran ' .-jf 

LONDON (R) — Chinere Pnmesir. ; 
Minister Than Ziyang has BOX 

r id an invitation fovisit Iranio 
near future, the Iranian Nat^^^ 
ional News Agency IRNA has 
reported. 

The agency, received m Lad-- f ~- ' 
don, said China’s outgoing amb^.r 
assador to Iran, Fan ZubkaL said^"- 
after meeting Foreign Minister 
Akbar .Vdayati that Nfri-Ziy^r^- 
had accepted the invitation fronF^ 
Iranian Prime Minister Mu---*- 
Hossein Mousavi. 


Senior U.S. official to hold talks in Sudan next week 




CAIRO (Agencies) — US. Ass- 
istant Secretary of State for Afr- 
ican Affairs Chester Crocker will 
visit Sudan next week for talks 
with military leader Abdul Rah- 
man Swareddahab, Egypt's Mid- 
dle East News Agency (MENA) 
reported from Khartoum Friday. 

It said Mr. Crocker was sch- 
eduled to arrive on Monday and 
stay in Khartoum for two days. 
The talks would focus on U.S.- 
Sudanese relations, the agency 
said, without elaboration. 

Sudanese Foreign Minister Ibr- 
ahim Taha Ayoub, meanwhile, 
was reported by MENA to have 
told his Soviet counterpart Mr. 
Eduard Shevardnadze of Sudan's 
wish for closer ties with Moscow. 


In a message marking 30 years 
of diplomatic relations between 
Moscow and Khartoum, Mr. 
Ayoub praised the Soviet Union 
for what he called its support for 
just Arab causes. 

Sudan has been seeking better 
ties with Moscow and nei- 
ghbouring Soviet allies Libya arid 
Ethiopia since Jaafar Numeiri was 
toppled from the presidency in a 
coup last April. 

Earlier Sudanese rebel leader 
John Garang said his country's 
military government has decided 
1 986 “will be a year of war, not of 
peace.” 

Maj. Garang, in a speech bro- 
adcast Wednesday by the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Array 


(SPLA) radio, said the gov- 
ernment was prolonging the civB 
war by trying to exdude toe rebels 
from dans for elections and a nat- 


said. , 

Maj. Garang reiterated toe. 


from plans forelections and a nat- 
ional unity conference. 

Tbe broadcast, monitored in 
Nairobi, Kenya, came on Sudan’s 
Independence Day, marking the 
end of British rule over Sudan on 
Jan. 1, 1956. 

Maj. Garang, whose rebels have 
been fighting for autonomy in sou- 
thern Sudan since 1983. said die 
period of independence has been 
“very negative indeed and a loss to 
toe whole nation 

“Sectarianism, parochialism 
and narrow- mind edness dom- 
inated toe political scene of our 
country for toe past 30 years.” be 


SPLA’s five conditions for eng - 1 
aging in peace talks: Liftingof toejT JWq y 
state of emergency, convening of 7 


state of emergency, cx>ftvtafng of a Uu v 

national conference to discuss 
Sudan’s major problems, anu-igf^ ^ 
ulment of laws imposed by busted ^ 

President Jaafar Numerate 1983, c .. 

abrogation of existing defence and> 
political treaties, aim agreement ^ 
by the governing military ccamcfl ?^ 
to resign as soon as a nation ~ 
unitv coverament is fonned. - 


unity government is formed. v.- r 
Maj. Gar ang said the mSitaiy^.^ ‘ ' rr - 
council was obstr u ct in g possible ^ 


progress toward peace by-rtfasihg 
to allow an SPLA nulhaty defcs^'’’^ 
achment to guard rebel leaders if - v 
they came to Kbartoumi . * 
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s appointed 





i(mr^^^.raboa _ has decided , to anoint Dr. 
^^3^^^ ^ 5maalJrasat, Mr. Zjyad Jonah sod Mr. 

df the government at the 
°f electors. The cabinet has also 
as representative of 
?h^S^iz^<^<Sr^torS of the Arab Maritime Academy 


E^b&^a^TOYes economic agreements 


approved the minutes of the 
lf Jtth>ara^^thfr}^ Jordanian-Iraqi Ministerial Committee 
in Ammarvduring tbeneriod Dec. 19-22, 1985. It 
ved, a pNTOtocoJ in connection with, toe agreement of 
'adohornic cooperation concluded between 

pt-lfre cabinet has approved the programme of 

.-economic cooperation between Jordan and the Arab RepubKc of 
^«i»h;.add the. financial agreement between Jordan and the 
^^uKkr oLGennaoy for participation in die financing of con- 
•f aritatidn studies and services for a number of projects. 


take no applications in January 


"AMM-Aft (3-.T.) — The Civil Service O wn missio n (CSC) will 
f \ teaqjoraxfiy stop accepting applications by job-seeking ririzeos to 
v -altow for administrafive purposes, according to a statement issued 
* by CSCDirector Ah Khreis. He said that the temporary measure 
?TOH3a!rt2aF the whole of January, pending the issuance of gov- - 
r^^pme^rCad^S to fill vacant posts in government departments. 



Touqan stresses elements 


of Hussein peace 
briefing of U.S. j< 


By Salameh B. Ne* matt 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A group of seven American journalists 
on a fact-finding tour in the Middle East left Jordan 
Friday after a three-day visit during which they met 
with a number of Jordanian officials and were bri- 
efed on Jordan’s position towards the Palestine que- 
stion by Foreign Ministry Secretary General Tay- 
seer Touqan. 


Senate , calls for reassessment of 
controversial electricity proposal 


^ implications were received by CSC in 1985. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


^Health, card, expiry date extended 


; ; .AMMAN (Pe tra) T — The Ministry of Health has decided to ext- 
, end the validity of heaith insuxance cards which expired at the end 
Ttif 1985. to the beginning of February. The decision was taken 
’• because the ministry has not distributed new cards to all ben- 
eficiaries, eitherbecause of not receiving lists of names of public 
T-servants from some m inis tries and government departments or- 
because these organisations have yet to receive new cards for their 
. employees. ; 


Two" killed in land dispute 


"fRBlD (J.T.)~— Hussein Mohammad Mustafa, 25. and Mansour 
. Ali, 40, were killed after shooting each other in a brawl which 
■_ occurred Thursday in Ham town in Irbid after a dispute over (and. 

The two people kilted were taken to Princess Basma Hospital 
* while the prosecutor general’ began his investigations of the inc- 
ident. - . 


' ;CAIRO (J.T,) — The Egyptian police authorities have captured 
r,1 ’ttie leader of an international Indian-run gang based in Cairo for 
“ receiving Indians: anrisentiing them to work in Jordan after for- - 
gm g their -residence papers and entrance visas, according to a 
'.’report published ia the local Arab daily newspaper A1 Dustour. 
^ The leader provided these illegal services for 1500 Indian rapees 
. fo be paid m lndM and U^. $1500 to be paid in Cairo. The 
Joid^m^.^utiipTities ^^ netnrned 10 Inmans fro m - Amman 


AMMAN —The Upper House of 
Parliament (Senate) on Thursday 
sent a draft law on general ele- 
ctricity back to the legal com- 
mittee for reassessment following 
a heated debate by several Senate 
members over the feasibility of 
such a provision. 

The general electricity proposal 
was the only draft law which tri- 
ggered a lengthy debate at Thu- 
rsday's session, which was chaired 
by Senate Speaker Ahmad AI 
Lawriand attended by Prime Min- 
ister Zaid Al Rifai. 

Eleven temporary and draft 
laws were endorsed during the 
session, including a controversial 
law regulating preaching in mos- 
ques and the issuance of fataawi 
(judgements related to Islamic 
affairs), as passed to die Senate by 
the Lower House. 

Senator Khalil Salem, debating 
the general electricity law, sug- 
gested referring the draft law to a 
special committee comprising rep- 
resentatives from the government 
and members of 6oth Houses to 
look into the law. There are cer- 
tain articles that need to be ref- 
ormulated and discussions of the 
law should- therefore be pes- 


awneh, contended that Dr. Lawzi said the draft could be sent 
Salem’s remarks were not precise back to the committee upon req- 
and that forming the committee in. uest from its rapporteur, the sen- 


question was not necessary. 

Mr. Tarawneh then suggested 


ate speaker or the government. 
Senator Obeidat called on the 


reading the draft law in foil, and speaker to call for sending the law 


Senators 


back to the committee in order to 


ervations over a certain article end the debate. At that point, Mr. 


may comment on the spot. 

Senator Mudar Badran sup- 
ported Dr. Salem’s objection and 
said the proposal would help to 
explain a number of ambiguous 
articles. 

The Senate is entitled to discuss 
one draft law in full details, but if 
what is submitted is only a number 
of amendments to certain articles 
in the law. then discussions should 
only cover the amendments in 
question, as stipulated in the sta- 
tute. Mr. Badran said, adding that 
the draft l3w should be discussed 
as a whole. 

Senator Jum’a Hammad sup- 
ported Mr. Badran’s remarks over 
the issue of not distributing the 


Rifai suggested referring the law 
to the legal committee for ree- 
valuation in light of Dr. Salem's 
reservations. “I order to avoid a 
vote. I suggest the law be sent back 
to the legal committee,'' said Mr. 
Rifai. 

Senators then unanimously agr- 
eed to send the law to the legal 
committee. 

On Thursday's session the Sen- 
ate also endorsed a draft law reg- 
ulating preaching in mosques as 
passed to it from the Lower 
House. The House had earlier 
endorsed the law with no debate 
and as formulated by the gov- 
ernment. 

The new law gives the Minister 


Ambassador Touqan stressed 
the need for achieving a just, com- 
prehensive and durable peace thr- 
ough the convening of an int- 
ernational conference to be att- 
ended by all parties involved, inc- 
luding the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation and the five per- 
manent members at the United 
Nations' Security Council. 

The journalists, representing 
several U.S. media organisations, 
were also briefed on Israel’s set- 
tlement and expansionist policies 
aimed at evicting Palestinians 
from the occupied territories. Mr. 
Touqan reiterated the Kingdom's 
condemnation of all acts of terror, 
“regardless its source,*' and its 
rejection of some attempts to equ- 
ate terrorism with national lib- 
eration movements. 

Mr. Touqan called on the vis- 
iting journalists to convey “an 
honest and clear picture of what 
they saw and heard 1 ' during their 
visit to Jordan. 

The group was scheduled to 
visit the occupied West Bank, the 
United Arab Emirates and Kuw- 
ait on similar missions. They are 


expected to return to Amman on 
Tuesday. 

The 18-day tour is organised by 
the Michigan-based Arab- 
Araerican Media Society, Inc. 
(AAMS), a non-profit, tax exe- 
mpt cultural and educational 
multi- media organisation which 
was established in 1 980 by a group 
of American and .American- Arab 
media specialists, academics and 
professionals. 


Among toe AAMS goals are 
providing American news media 
representatives with first-hand 
knowledge about issues of imp- 
ortance in U.S.-Arab relations. 
According to a press release, toe 
AAMS aims at reaching beyond 
the many nega five stereotypes and 
prejudices about toe Arab World 
and at uncovering toe facts thr- 
ough participation in direct exc- 
hanges with government officials, 
news media personnel, business 
people, educators, and people of 
all walks of life. 

The seven editors, publishers, 
news directors and cor- 
respondents are accompanied by 


three members of the AA MS who 
are leading toe tour. The media 
representatives were selected in a 
national competition as part of the 
AAMS’s “National Media Fel- 
lowship Awards'* programme. 
Award* recipients were chosen by 
a review panel on toe basis of their 
professional achievements, their 
openness, fair-mindedness, and 
the manner in which they would 
utilise this trip in furthering their 
professional media interests and 
goals. 

According to the press release, 
although a large number of eli- 
gible candidates applied for the 
competition, only seven of toe 
most outstanding candidates were 
selected for these awards. 

The award recipients were 
Frank Joyce, news director and 
host at WDET- Public radio Mic- 
higan. Julie Wright, cor- 
respondent for the Dallas Mor- 
ning News (Texas). Stan West, 
associate editor. Pacific News Ser- 
vice (California). Kevin Bla- 
cldsioce. staff writer for toe Chi- 
cago Reporter (.Illinois). Michael 
Moore . editor and publisher of toe 
Michigan Voice (Michigan). Val- 
erie Van Isler. international aff- 
airs journalist at Pacifica Station 
WBAI (New York). Judith Gab- 
riel. representative liaison. Cul- 
tural Exchange Committee for toe 
Writers' Gu0d of America (Cal- 
ifornia). 

Accompanying toe AAMS Cha- 
irman Dr. Sameer Abraham, 
AAMS Executive Director War- 
ren David and AAMS Secretary 
Janice Terry'. 



draft law to the senators and bac- of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
ked Dr. Salem's suggestion of ref- power to ban preaching or spe- 

i ^ t ■ . - . _ i 


erring toe law to toe Senate Legal 
Committee for reassessment. 

At this point. Senator Abdul 
Rahman Khalifeh charged that 
the committee did not tackle the 
draft law as a whole but discussed 
certain articles in.it. 


theHIiw *“ Senator '-Thogaii ' Hindawi said 


’ for Ammairl -/-.,. Vt: 


■taakeft. 

The legal committee 
porteur. Senator Ahmad 


toe committee’s decision -did hot 
include a recommendation to 


eches in mosques if 1 the preacher 
violates guidelines against attacks 
or provocations towards any per- 
son or institution. 

According to the law, preachers 
who violate regulations will first 
be warned by written notices from , 
the Ministry of Islamic Affairs and ’’ 
in case of a second violation they ’ 
will face imprisonment terms ran- 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Health 
Ministry will soon embark on a 
programme of issuing registration 
cards to all citizens entitling them 
to medical treatment at specific 
hospitals and medical centres. 
Health Minister Zaid Harazeh 
announced here Thursday. 

Dr. Hamzeh said at a press con- 
ference that each citizen and 
members of his family will be ass- 
igned medical centres for tre- 
atment by Feb. 15. as part of the 
process of introducing a national 


AOAS begins 


IlMy niay seek to arrest Abu Nidal 


endorse toe draft law. and what ging from one week to one month ° 

was presented was only the ame- and fines up to JD 100. - r 

ndrnent to some articles. Another provision in the law prCP3.mi2 IQI 

Mr. Hindawi stressed toe 31- calls for toe formation of a Pre- * . r 

egality of sending toe law back to 


aching and Guidance Council to 


mondtduring a brief aaurt app- 
Jearaorte-B&y mOTning. r 

The- two Arabs unwed on a 
flight from Athens oh Saturday — 
toe day after; toe Rome and Vie- 
■ - nn^- massacres - -- and wen: tailed _ 
foalai^e^^cacteiBfecasteaTi 

town erf Flasselt.' . ... . 

" **: Gne oJ flteriJerivvas spotted on 
" tofT arfpo » t~ pc3 teeT cbmputei: ns 
. having-trained at a camp in J.eb- 
aiKm,.and toe3elgian ci^k anti- 
terroritfsqi^ ,f ale* 

- rted.- ’ ’ 

- lib ae Arabs. who were carrying 
passport^ frpfetwo different Mid- 
dteE^eoqnfries, were met by an 
owner of a- videesbbp in toe town 
of Hasse(t,,65 idlopetres east of 
Brussels. v r " : V ’ . 


The shopowner had been con- 
victed previously of carrying arms 
2 legally. 

The group was watched until 
Monday night when police swo- 
oped and discovered eight kilos of 
explosives in the shop, a further 1 1 
kflosof TNT, a wide range of wea- 
pons and three forged Arab pas- 
sports. 

- Belgian police have not rel- 
eased the name of the videoshop 
owner, nor those of toe Arabs. 

RTBF reported sources dose to 
the investigation as saying that 
both Arabs had been travelling on 
false passports. It quoted toe sou- 
rces as saying their identity was 
: stilt unclear but that one appeared 
to be Lebanese. 

The Moroccan government has 
denied that any Moroccan citizens 


were involved in toe attacks in 
Vienna and Rome. 

Italian police have said that two 
guerrillas involved in toe Rome 
attack had used false Moroccan 
passports with serial numbers 
which linked them to similar doc- 
uments used by guerrillas who car- 
ried out two attacks in Rome last 
September. 


the legal committee. “The Senate be charged with laying down toe 
has toe right to postpone dis- framework and policy of pre- 


In a statement, the Foreign Min- 
istry in Rabat said careful checks 
in Morocco had established that 
the passports could only be forged 
documents. 


cuss ion on toe provision but can- 
.not refer it to the committee,” Mr. 
Hindawi pointed out. 

In light of Mr. Hindawi’s sta- 
tement, Mr. Badran suggested 
referring Dr. Salem’s remarks to 
the legal com minee. Mr. Badran’s 
proposal was backed by a nupiber 
of senators and Senate Speaker 


aching and guidance. Such a cou- 
ncil w2i also be entrusted with 
“creating an atmosphere free of 
conflicts and divisions and chaos 
at mosques throughout toe Kin-' 
gdom. 

The Senate also passed another 
ten draft laws pertaining to agr- 
iculture and loan agreements. 


administrative 
science meeting 


“Morocco does not believe that 
violence is an adequate means to 
serve even the most just and sac- 
red cause," it said. “ Morocco con- 
demns terrorism under all its 
forms.’" 


Ministries begin study of 
safety on Desert Highway 


Libyans demonstrate against possible attack- 


, ( Continued, from jpage 1) 

defence organisatkm dairas total 
reqxmsibtoty for the .explosive 


device left at toe Libyan mission, 
whichJs due.to go offat-8:20pjn. 
(&120 GMT) 

A senior, ’Egyptian diplomat 
said in a report _pnblisheij on Fri- 
day that Egypt has urgfed Israel to 
refrain from any. violent reaction 
to the airpdrL attacks "that could 
obstruct Arab-IsraeK peace rep- 
orts.- ~ ■ 

It was the thud such call this 
week from Egypt. ' 

The Al Ahram newspaper quo- 
ted Mohammad Bassiouny r 
Egypt’S charge d’affaires in Israel, 
as saving: ‘‘Egypt has asked Israel 
to -exe rcise seiFrestraint and not 
to react to recent events iii a way 
tirat could obstruct the peace pro- 
cess hi the region.”- - 

: AT Ahram said. Mr. Bassiouny 
spoke before returning to his post 
unnsday night.-- He had been in 
Cairo for consitftatioiK for'several 
days and met with President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

;Oa Wednesday, Minister of 
State for Foreign Affaire Boutros 
Gbali tc2d reporters toe airport 
attacks .“were aimed at obs- 
tmr fing and haitmg the peace pro- 
cess, and Israeli retaliation .infold, 
in fit, help achieve that aim.’ r 


the United Nations Security Cou- 
ncil in which it link ed toe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) to 
the airport attacks. 

The spokesman quoted toe let- 
_ter as saying “Palestinian ter- 
rorism” 1 originated with the PLO. 

The PLO has denied carrying 
opt the two attacks. Police in both 
European cities have linked the 
strikes to-Abu Nidal. 

At the United Nations, Libya 
on Friday denied any part in what 


have for international peace and 
security." 

In view of what he called toe 
gravity of the situation, Mr. Tur- 
eiki said he hoped toe secretary 
general would take appropriate 
measures provided by toe U.N. 
Charter to see to it that peace and 
security in the region were not 
endangered. 

Referring to the Rome and 
Vienna attacks Mr. Tureiki said: 

“The Socialist People’s Libyan 


it called the “deplorable blood. Arab Jamahiriyah has constantly 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Te ams from 
toe ministries of Interior and Tra- 
nsport are currently involved in 
preparing a detailed study on ens- 
uring public safety along toe Des- 
ert Highway linking Amman with 
Aqaba, according to a Minis try of 
Interior source quoted by toe* Al 
Ra’i Arabic daily on Friday. The 
paper also reported that Prime 
Minister Zaid Al Rifai has set up a 
special ministerial committee ro 
follow up toe study. 

According to the report, toe 
study will re-examine toe pos- 
sibility of prohibiting foreign dri- 
vers (espitxtially Koreans and 
Thais) employed by local and for- 
eign companies from driving oO 
tanker trucks and lorries. 

The study was necessitated by 
toe numerous road accidents that 


occurred along the highway rec- 
ently , toe report said . It added that 
foreign drivers involved in acc- 
idents were found to have been in 
possession of foreign licences and 
not qualified to dnve heavy veh- 
icles along such highways. 

Meanwhile, a report in toe local 
press said that one person was kil- 
led and another was injured along 
the Desert Highway in an accident 
involving oil tanker trucks with 
Saudi Arabian registration. 


The report said that one of the 
trucks was driven by a Filipino 
national. Another accident near 
Karak caused the death of one 
person and the injury of another, 
involving a Jordanian truck and 
another bearing a licence plate 
from the United Arab Emirates. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Preparations 
for an international conference on 
administrative sciences to be held 
in Amman in September began 
here Thursday with meetings bet- 
ween delegations from the 
Amman-based Arab Org- 
anisation of Administrative Sci- 
ences (AOAS), led by the org- 
anisation’s director Nasser AJ 
Saegh and the International Ins- 
titute of Administrative Sciences 
(IIAS), led by Dr. Joseph Qaisar. 

The participants discussed pre- 
paratory steps to be taken to con- 
vene toe conference, which is to be ' 
attended by 1000 delegates rep- 
resenting 60 nations. 

At the meeting Dr. Saegh made 
a speech in which he said toe 
AOAS regards the bolding of the 
meeting in Amman as a chance for 
all Arab public and private org- 
anisations to meet and benefit 
from exchanges of views and exp- 
ertise with foreign organisations 
concerned with developing public 
administration systems. 

Dr. Qaisar made a speech voi- 
cing appreciation for the efforts 
being made to organise toe con- 
ference in Amman, and paid tri- 
bute to toe AOAS for its end- 
eavours to promote public adm- 
inistration systems in the Arab 
World. 


health care scheme benefitring all 
citizens of Jordan. 

This procedure is adopted in ul! 
advanced nations and is bound to 
have beneficial effect on toe cou- 
ntry as a whole, the minister 
added. 

The Ministry of Health already 
spends nearly JD 2.5 million each 
year on purchasing medicines and 
dispensing them to citizens treated 
at various government health cen- 
tres, the minister pointed out. 

He said by adopting the new 
measure the Health Ministry 
hopes to save JD 1 million because 
there will be no wastage of med- 
icines dispensed on several occ- 
asions to citizens treated in more 
than one health centre or hospital. 

In addition, he said, the Min- 
istry of Health plans to enlist toe 
help of a number of private doc- 
tors who will undergo a two-year 
training course at government 
hospitals for orientation on toe 
procedures adopted by hospitals 
under toe new system. .After toe 


two year course these doctors will 
maintain dose cooperation with 
toe government health centres 
and hospitals, referring his pat- 
ients to them for further tre- 
atment, and also receiving records 
about toe health conditions of dt- 
izens visiting his private clinic, the 
minister explained. 

The cards to be issued to the 
citizens will offer them toe chance 
to receive treatment at specific 
health centres, but a dtizen has 
the right to cpt for any other area 
and health centre for treatment- 
simply by submitting a written 
application to that effect, toe min- 
ister pointed out. 

Poor and needy dozens who 
will be included in toe national 
health scheme will be exempted 
from paying any fees for their tre- 
atment, toe minister added. 

Hp said that toe ministry will 
soon announce the names and loc- 
ations of centres where dozens 
can receive treatment m each gov- 
ernors te . 


outrages" at toe Rome and Vie- 
nna airports, which it said were 
being used by the United States 
and Israel as a pretext for agg- 
ression. 

In a letter to U.N. Secretary 
.General Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
Libyan Foreign Minister Ali Al 
Tureiki warned against' the con- 
sequences of any aggression aga- 
inst his country and the “dan- 
gerous results which that would 


reiterated that it condemns such 
acts of terrorism, and it declares, 
as it has done in the past, that it is 
not involved either directly or ind- 
irectly in those regrettable actions, 
which it vigorously condemns.’' 
H& cited statements by United 
States and Israeli officials that he 
said demonstrated the existence of 
an American- Zionist conspiracy 
aimed at committing aggression 
against Libya. 


Khasho’s 12th: a tribute to all Jordan 


By Jean- Claude Elias 
Special to the Jordan Times 


Reagan criticises Soviet role 

. rvnmnaee 1) ^ ^8“ and Wr - Gorbachev 


( Continued from page 1) 

Soviet people on television but 
bad been rebuffed by Moscow, 
told them the United States was a 
peace-loving nation. 

‘1 told Mr. Gorbachev (in Gen- 
eva) .of fee American people’s 
deep desire for peace and that the 


both praised the Geneva summit 
as the start of a constructive dia- 
logue despite the lack of mea- 
ningful agreements in such areas 
ds arms control. 

Mr. Reagan’s speech was aired 
at 9' p.m. Moscow time (1800 


The outstanding event of toe year 
1985 in Jordan, His Majesty King 
Hussein 's 50th birthday, gave 
Youssef Khasho toe inspiration to 
write his 12th and most recent 
symphony, which he entitled 
‘‘Hussein's Jordan.” 


Edtomg toe same position, ad American people do not wish the 
edftorfeHa AI Ahram oil Friday Soviet people any harm,” he said. 


lead toanzDcreaise crf violence and 
counter-vk^ence.^' - - r - - 

_-Ah Israeli spokesman said on 
"Thursday Israel has sent a tetter to 


Mr, Gorbachev called the exc- 
hange of messages “a hopeful sign 
of change... a meaningful symbol 
of our mutual willingness to goon 
moving toward each other.” . 


GMT), during the most widely 
watched Soviet television news 
programme while the three major 
U.S. networks interrupted their 
coverage of the popular New 
Year’s Day college football games 
to ah Mr. Gorbachev’s speech, fol- 
lowed by Mr. Reagan’S. 


Once the score was ready, the 
original id ea was to have the com- 
position interpreted and recorded 
by the Italian Television orchestra 
(RAI) and to film the per- 
formance for JTV. Unfortunately, 
unexpected difficulties prevented 
Mr. Khasho from achieving tins, 
and the symphony was finally per- 
formed by the 60-member Naples 
Orchestra, which has often been 
conducted by Mr. Khasho, and an 


accepted. This change forced Mr. 
Khaso re-arrange the score in an 
extremely limited time. 

The result was nevertheless, 
impressive, reaffirming Youssef 
Khasbo's excellence in symphonic 
composition. The 60-piece orc- 
hestra included flute, piccolo, 
oboe, 2 clarinets, bassoon, 2 
horns, 2 trumpets, 2 trombones, 
timpani and strings. 

The symphony begins with the 
newly orchestrated National Ant- 
hem. The fint movement — 
andante/allegro — describes Jor- 
dan as a young and modem cou- 
ntry living and working under the 
guidance of King Hussein. The 
second movement — adagio — 
depicts the difficult years in Jor- 
dan that followed First World 
War. 

The third movement — allegro 


excellent relations with toe Wes- 
tern and the Christian worlds, and 
more particularly about the King’s 
relationship with the great leaders 
of the world. The fourth and final 
movement — allegro —expresses 
Jordan's relations with the Arab 
and Muslim Worlds. 


Unlike some of his previous 
works, like “The Jerusalem Sym- 
phony”" or “Joys of Jordan,” 
“Hussein’s Jordan” is not based 
on oriental themes, musically spe- 
aking. In the fourth movement,, 
however, Youssef Khasho has 
once again succeeded in int- 
egrating oriental melodies and 
musical phrases into the Western, 
symphonic structure while pre- 
serving the beauty of both worlds. 


audio-6nly recording had to be moderate — is about Jordan’s 


“ Hussein’s Jordan"" is a very 
fine tribute to Jordan, Its King and 
its people. 
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ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Friday’s 

Al Ra’i: European hypocrisy 


THE SPANISH foreign minister announced on New Year's Day that 
his country plans to establish diplomatic relations with Israel early 
this year. This declaration represents a retreat from Spanish ann- 
ouncements in 1984 and 1983 in which Madrid reaffirmed its stand in 
support of Che Arabs and its determination not to establish relations 
with Israel as long as the Palestine problem remains unsolved. 

We are surprised to hear Spain announce this decision at a time 
when its leaders continue to hear Israeli threats against the Arabs and 
Israeli terrorists attacks on the Arabs and their continued occupation 
of Arab land in Palestine. What seems obvious now is that all Arab 
attempts to dissuade Spain from taking such a step have ended in 
failure and that all historic links between the Arabs and Spaniards 
have all gone with the wind. 

As Spain prepares to enter the European Community it is the- 
refore logical to assume that the community nations have had great 
influence on Spain, persuading its leaders to take this decision. It is 
time for the Arabs to realise the hypocrisy of European nations and 
to put an end to it. 


Al Dus tour: The usual pattern 


THE MIDDLE East region is accustomed to a number ofpre- 
Urainary events that usually precede an outbreak of conflict These 


Sawt Al Shaab: A cornerstone in action 


JORDANLAN-SY”RIAN rapprochement is to be considered as a 
constructive step leading towards re-building an intrinsic Arab force 
and a prelude to a joint Arab action . Damascus and Amman are now 
trying to lay down the foundation stone for a meaningful Arab action 
not directed against any body but should be understood as a means of 
coordinating Arab efforts to enable this nation to confront its com- 
mon enemy. 

Riyadh. Damascus. .Amman and Baghdad must take tbjs step 
towards concerting their endeavours to deal with common threats 
and to repel danger threatening all Arabs. Jordan took this rec- 
oncfliatory step towards Syria because it believes in common Arab 
action which in the past thwarted the Camp David agreement and 
turned the tables .on the enemies. Jordan which has resisted pressure 
to join the Camp David accord will continue to do so and will 
continue to remain steadfast in its pro- - pan-Arab policies. 
Jordanian -Syrian action is a cornerstone and a focal point in joint 
Arab endeavours to confront the Zionist enemies. 


Thursday’s 

Al Ra y i: Encouragement to terrorism 


ISRAEL IS still going ahead with a campaign against the Arabs 
foliowring the attacks on the Rome and Vienna airports. The current 
campaign is being launched to prepare for an aggression on the 
Arabs, and it is noticed that such campaign is being joined bv the 
United States. 

The beating of the drums of war, now practised' by the Americans 
and the Israelis, is a barbaric behaviour and is designed to create 
tension in the Middle East and threaten world peace. The Israelis and 
their allies are linking the attacks on the airports with the Syrian 
deployment of missiles on its own territory and Israel war minis ter 
Yitzhak Rabin considers this as a concerted step directed against the 
Zionist presence in occupied Palestine. 

The Americans, for their part, have given the Israelis a green light 
to take whatever measure they find fit to leash a new wave of terrorist 
actions against the Arab countries. It is thus encouraging a terrorist 
state to launch aggression and spread terrorism in a manner that 
nobody can predict its repercussions and consequences. 


Al Dustour: Israel gets pretext 


THE AUSTRIAN and Italian authorities have vindicated the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation (PLO) from any responsibility in the 
airport attacks last Friday, but the Israelis arc making the incidents as 
a pretext for threatening to take revenge on the Palestinians. 

The Arabs in general have denounced the attacks on the civilian 
airports and have considered the assaults as a crime designed to 
damage Arab image and to encourage Israeli retaliatory actions' 
against the Palestinian people. 

We are therefore' surprised at Washington s continued statements 
which implied accusations against the Arabs. 

These accusations give Israel the green light to launch terrorist 
attacks on the AraL: Washington and Tel Aviv are following 

identical lines of policy vis-a-vis the latest incidents and their dealings 
with the Arab Nation. It seems certain that both are intent on 
endangering the existence of all PLO bases in the Arab World. 


Political mechanisms for promoting Mediterranean cooperatio 

By Mario Nobilo party and multiparty systems, fra- v/bk * i adversely affect their int- mantling of foreign military bases inland region. Geopolilic^y 


■GIVEN today’s international rel- 
ations, with Che disparate dev- 
elopment levels of the Med- - 
iterranean countries, crises, wars 
and other ideological, political, 
cultural and developmental dif- 
ferences, of political concept of 
stronger political cohesion among 
the Mediterranean countries has 
elements of the utopian about it. 
But. such a pessimistic view of the 
actual state of intra-- 
Mediterranean relations must act 
as an added incentive for their pol- 
itical cooperation. . _ 

What are the main obsLie/es to 
the greater political cohesion of 
the Mediterranean countries? 

1. Ur wen development. Var- 
_ ious levels of economic and social 
•developments are a serious obs- 
tacle to greater political cohesion 
among the Mediterranean cou- 
ntries? The Mediterranean is the 
world in miniature, it mirrors the 


party and multiparty systems, tra- 
ditional and radical regimes, etc. 
There is no ideological mon- 
otithism even within culturally and 
politically dose groups, such as 


which adversely affect their int- 
ernal stability and external sec- 
urity, and this has a negative imp- 
act on international political rel- 
ations throughout the Med- 


tfae West European or the Arab iterranean. Numerous 


mantling of foreign military bases 
in the Mediterranean countries, 
and agreement to abstain from 
staging mili tary exercises off the 
territorial waters of the littoral 
countries or bloc members, would 


countries of the Mediterranean. 

The precondition for achieving 
greater political cohesion and 
cooperation in the Mediterranean 
is not ideological uniformity, but a 
developed dialogue between dif- 
ferent ideologies and systems, 
mutual tolerance, non- 
interference in internal affairs and 
joint cooperation in building pea- 
ceful international relations. 

3. Trouble spots. Unless ten- 
sions and conflicts such as the 
Cyprus, Greeco-Turkish. 
Israeti-Arab, Egyptian- Libyan 
and other crises are overcome, 
there can be no talk of peace in the 
Mediterranean, or the promotion 
of today’s poorly developed 
infra- Mediterranean political rel- 
ations. The complex problems in 


ghbouring and other Med- t mark a further step forward 


iterranean countries are directly 6. The problem of straits and 


or indirectly involved in internal maritime economic zones. The 


conflicts in other countries, pla- 
cing a heavy strain on bilateral and 
multilateral relations in the Med- 


Medherranean is the most dosed 
sea in the world, controlled by the 
very narrow but very important 


iterranean. The solution of naV straits of Gibraltar, Suez, Bos- 
kmai, social, religious or racial phorus and Dardanelles. Con- 


problems is an intricate process tinned liberalisation of passage 
and it depends on the distribution through straits, i.e. their complete 


of internal political forces. 


demilitarisation, and the res- 


The process of resolving the olution of territorial questions in 
problem of internal instability in certain regions (the dis p u te bet- 


the Mediterranean countries can ween Spain and Britain over Gib- 


be considerably enhanced if other raJtar, Spain and Morocco over 
countries refrain from interfering Ceute and Mellila, etc.), would 


developmental disparities of these crisis areas are not only the 


North and South and repeats the 
patterns of structural dis- 
proportions between the dev- 
eloped and developing countries, 
disproportions which have deeper 
international political con- 
sequences. 

The greater political unity of 
any region cannot be achieved 
without inner organic unity, a 
common development strategy 
and broadly interacting relations 
among the countries. 

2. Ideological differences. Gre- 
ater political cohesion among the 
Mediterranean countries is hin- 
dered by ideological het- 
erogeneity. Tne Mediterranean is 
made up of socialist and capitalist 
countries, bloc and non-aligned 
countries, parliamentary dem- 
ocracies and monarchies, one- 


internal affair of the countries 
involved, but also the primary 
concern of international peace, 
and it is the duty of the Med- 
iterranean countries in particular 
to make a maximum effort to res- 
olve these questions peacefully. 
The most effective are diplomatic 
and economic means; the exp- 
erience of various forms of int- 
erference and presence (foreign 
military bases, large superpower 
fleets, military interventions, mil- 
itary aid, etc.) shows that military 
engagement by other Med- 
iterranean or non- Mediterranean 
countries has not helped to quell 
these crises. Quite the contrary. 

4. Internal instability. Many 
Mediterranean countries are bel- 
aboured by social, religious, rac- 
ial. ethnic and other tensions. 


in internal conflicts. Support to 
opposition parties, encouraging 
subversion, fanning internal con- 
flicts and similar forms of “eng- 
agement"' and presence run dir- 
ectly against the objectives of 
intra- Mediterranean cohesion. 
Neither the developed nor the 
under-developed countries of the 
Mediterranean are immune to 
such conduct. 

5. Bloc military presence. Bloc 
antagonisms adversely affect the 
political cohesion of the Med- 
iterranean countries- It would be 
unrealistic to expect this situation 
to change as long as the blocs are 
in existence, but what can be done 
is to work for a reduction in the 
□aval and military presence of 
non- Mediterranean countries in 
the region. This would create a 
more favourable climate for gre- 
ater political understanding and 
cohesion among the Med- 
iterranean countries and would 
mean an important step forward in 
implementing the principle of 
“the Mediterraneans."" The dis~ 


Reagan had mixed bag of triumphs, defeats in 1985 


By Ralph Harris 

Reuter 


'Jgp&OA. 


Urainary events that usually precede an outbreak of conflict. These 
take the form of individual incidents that are not so dangerous but 
eventually lead to a conflagration. Such developments and incidents 
are considered by Israel as a pretext for launching a new aggression 
on the Arab countries. Normally Israel launches aggression when it 
discovers that the events are running in its favour and whenever 
favourable developments emerge to resolve the Palestine problem. 
As Jordan and Syria are preoccupied in measures to end their dif- 
ferences and build bridges of understanding between them and as. 
endeavours are going ahead for ending Baghdad's differences with 
Damascus, the Israelis are busying themselves with plans and plesr 
against the Arab Nation. They have seized the attacks on Rome and 
Vienna airports as a pretext to beat the drums of war and they have 
begun issuing threats against the Arabs everywhere. The Israelis are 
using the firing of a rocken on a settlement in northern occupied 
Palestine as a pretext to attack Lebanon, and they consider Syria's 
deployment of missiles on its territory as a challenge for the Zionist 
occupation of Palestine. 


WASHINGiON —For President . wg AFFAIRS* ( 

Reagan 1985 was a year of mixed " l 

fortunes, b ringing political tri- . ^ 

umph and defeat at home, an his- t 

tone summit meeting with the !:*’ ?V^ 

Soviet leader, improved relations y 

with Moscow and a personal vie- ■ fc'{ l \ 

tory over cancer. ' 

The year opened with the Rep- 
ublican president befog sworn in -S'. 

for a second White House term 
after he soundly defeated Dem- 

ocrat Walter Mondale fo the ele- §3^ ^ 

ction of November 1984. 

It ended with controversy when ■sSSSs/ F 
| Secretary o? State George Shultz. • 

openly criticised a presidential' term used by the White House its- 

-* ,4.^. j: m.«_ »• . al f -a rw*Ti7 





directive extending the use of lie elf — and forced a new, aff- 


detector tests for government off- 
icials. 


irmative vote on the bill, which 
now faces an uncertain fate fo the 


But throughout the uds and Senate. 


; downs. Reagan's popularity with The foreign policy high l ig ht of 


the American people appeared to 1985 came in November when 
remain high, ana even many of his Reagan, harshly described by era- 


critics felt be would be reelected tics as a man itching to push the 
again were he not barred by the nuclear button, met Soviet leader 


etop a first-strike capability. 

■ Even before the summit. Rea- 
gan’s hi gh opinion poll rating 
were Boosted by his decisive art- 
ion after the hijacking of the Ita- 
lian cruise ship Achille Lauro".* 
One big controvr *r~- in 1985 
was over Reagan's dex®on to visit 
a German war cemetery con- 


constitution from serving a third 
four-year terra. 

-After five years in office, the 
74-year-old Reagan showed he 
was stiil able to exert his powers of 
persuasion with Congress, alt- 
hough the legislature at* times def- 
ied him. 

One of his major defeats came 
when Congress refused to approve 
more military aid for the rebel 
, Contras trying to overthrow the 


Mikhail Gorbachev in Geneva 
and pledged to work for improved 
relations' between the two sup- 
erpowers. 

Reagan said he was in a good 
position to negotiate with Moscow 
because be had strengthened the 
United States militarily and eco- 
nomically during his first term in 
office. 

But while the Geneva summit 
was the start of a new era in U.S.- 


Sandfoista* government of Nic- .Soviet relatfons.it failed to resolve 


aragua. 

He suffered another defeat this 
month when most of his fellow 
Republicans in the House of Rep- 
resentatives voted to kill a tax ref- 
orm bE! he called his top domestic 
priority. 

But he quickly twisted arms —a 


deep differences, especially over 
nuclear arras control. 

Reagan refused to abandon his 
strategic defence initiative (SDr). 
the so-ealled “Star Wars' defence 
shield against attacking missiles, 
which the Kremlin believes would 
enable the United States to dev- 


taining the graves of a number of 
Nazi SS troops during a trip to 
West Germany in May. 

Jewish and other groups said 
the president had shown ins- 
ensitivity in agreeing to honour 
the German war dead, but he went 
ahead with his schedule primarily 
because he did not want to offend 
a dose ally. West German Cha- 
ncellor Helmut Kohl. 

The controversy did not seem to 
hurt Reagan politically, dying 
down soon after he returned to the 
United States. 

Reagan, the oldest president in 
U.S. history and the most con- 
servative since Herbert Hoover 
more than half a century ago, won 
the admiration of most Americans 
because of the note of high opt- 
imism that marked his public app- 


earances and speeches. 

Reagan handled his bouts of 
cancer with typical good humour. 
He underwent surgery in July for 
removal of a malignant growth 
from his colon and small patches 
erf skin cancer were removed from 
his nose on two occasions later in 
the year. His doctors said be sho- 
uld still live a normal life span, 
which for a 74-year-old American 
male is another 93 years. 

The victory over Mondale, 
when Reagan won 49 of the 50 
states, reflected undiminished 
popular support, even though in 
his second term so far he has had 
' to compromise with Congress 
more than previously. 

Reagan was forced to agree to 
the production of fewer of the 
10-warhead MX nuclear missiles 
than he wanted, and Congress hal- 
ted al! covert military assistance to 
the Nicaraguan Contras, voting 
for humanitarian aid only. 

Reagan’s willingness to com- 
promise was demonstrated wLen 
Secretary of State Shultz den- 
ounced a presidential directive 
cal ting for lie detector tests for 
tens of thousands of government 
officials and outside contractors 
with access to sensitive inf- 
ormation. 

An angry Shultz told reporters 
be would resign the moment he 
wa$ asked to take a polygraph test 
and it appeared that he was not 
trusted. 

Shortly afterwards the White 
House modified its stance, saying 
the tests would be used only in 
cases of suspected espionage and 
even then would be only one fac- 


tor m any investigation. 

Reagan himself hastened to tell 
reporters that neither he nor his 
secretary of state would be asked 
to submit to a test. 


Who really commands the Khmer Rouge? 


By Joseph de Rieazo 
Roller 


BANGKOK — With the dry sea- 
son approaching in Kampuchea. 
Vietnamese troops arc expected 
soon to launch another major off- 
ensive against guerrillas fighting 
the Hanoi-installed Phnom Penh 
government. 

Thi-. year the drive in the Viet- 
namese is expected to lie n test nf 
Son Sen. the new commander of 
the Khmer Rouse forces, str- 
ongest of the three guerrilla cro- 
ups. 

The Khmer Rouge said Son Sen 
wok over in September as head of 
its 30.000-strong irregular army 
from Pol Pot. the mas widely bla- 
med for a nightmare of killing and 
deprivation fo Kampuchea. 

But many diplomats in Ban- 
gkok say they believe the change L» 
only cosmetic, an attempt to give 
the Khmer Rouge a more ace- 
! eptable international image. 

According to the Peking- 
backed Khmer Rouge. Son Sen 
was appointed to its' top military 
post because Pol Pot had reached 
the mandatory retirement aee of 
60. 

But an .Asian diploma 1 com- 
mented: “Communist leaders 
don't rslire. They’re either purged 
or rale through puppets. In Pol 
Pol's case there is no sign he has 
been purged.'” 

Like most Khmer Rouge lea- 
ders. little is known of Son Sen and 
opinion about him is divided. Thai 


Foreign Minister Siddhi Savetsila 
describes him as “a very good 
mar." who can help non- 
Communist Kampucheans rid 
their nation of Vietnamese occ- 
upation. 

5ut Ben Kicnian. professor of 
South-East Asian affairs at Mon- 
ash University in Australia, wrote 
in a recent article that even jf Pol 
Po: had retired, his replacement 
by Son Sen was “hardly grounds, 
for confidence about Kam- 
puchea's future. - ” 

Son Sen has been described by 
supporters as moderate, patient 
and quiet, an assessment with 
which leaders of the non- 
Communist factions allied with 
the Khmer Rouge in the guerrilla 
Coalition Government of Dem- 
ocratic Kampuchea (CGDK) dis- 
agree. 

Although allies in name, the 
two non- Communist CGDK gro- 
ups admit there is hardly any coo- 
peration with the Khmer Rouge. 
The only thing uniting them is a 
common hatred of the Vie- 
tnamese. 

The non- Communist groups say 
Son Sen. as Kampuchean defence 
minister, headed the state security 
apparatus. 

Son Sen's background is hazy. 
An ethnic Khmer, he was bom in 
southern Vietnam in 1930. Like 
Pol Pot. he studied in Paris in the 
parly J950s. but lost his sch- 
olarship for rallying Kampuchean 
students against Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk who then ruled Kam- 


puchea and now heads the 
CGDK. 

Son Sen entered teaching after 
returning to Kampuchea and in 
1963 was one of a group of 34 
teachers fired or transferee! for 
befog extreme leftists. They were 
the core of the Communist mov- 
ement that Sihanouk labelled 
“Khmer Rouge” (red Khmers). 

Son Sen. along with Pol Poland 
future Khmer Rouge Foreign 
Minister leng Sary. dropped out of 
sight. He reemerged in 1972 as 
chief of the general stuff of the 
Kampuchean people's liberation 
forces which fought rightist gen- 
eral Lon Nol. who had overthrown 
Sihanouk two years earlier. 

Lon Nol fled in 1 975 as the gue- 
rrillas approached Phnom Penh. 
Son Sen became a member of the 
Communist Party polifburo and 
deputy premier with responsibility 
for defence in the new Khmer 
Rouge government. 

Then began the Khmer Rouge 
revolution, involing mass dep- 
ortation from towns, forced lab- 
our and executions of int- 
ellectuals. According to con- 
servative estimates, hundreds of 
thousands of people were killed or 
died of deprivation. 

During the Indochina war, the 
Khmer Rouge had been allies of 
the North Vietnamese and the 
Viet G>ng forces in South Vie- 
tnam. 

But less than three yean after 
the Communist victories in 1975. 


historical and cultural divisions 
surfaced. The conflict came to a 
head in late 1978 when Vie- 
tnamese troops invaded Kam- 
puchea and die Khmer Rouge 
government was quickly ove- 
rthrown. , . 


The Khmer Rouge has carried 
on its fight against the Vietnamese 
from the countryside. Linked with 
it and with Sihanouk’s forces in 
the United Nations-recognised 
CGDK is Son Sann’s Khmer Peo- 
ple’s National Liberation Front. 

Last year Hanoi’s troops ove- 
rran all major CGDK bases along 
Kampuchea's border with Tha- 
iland. forcing the guerrillas to 
break into smaller groups and 
operate deeper in the interior of 
Kampuchea. 

'According to senior Thai mil-' 
itary officers. Vietnam has now. 
sent fresh troops and supplies to 
bolster its estimated 180,000- 
stiong forces in Kampuchea in 
preparation for another push aga- 
inst the guerrillas as floods recede 
and muddy roads dry out. 

Political and military analysts 
will be watching the offensive in 
the dry season — usually from 
November to May — to see whe- 
ther one leader has really replaced 
another in the shadowy world of 
die Khmer Rouge. 

“It's hard to know what’s going 
on with Pol Pot. but I think we 
have to be sceptical that Son Sen 
has ultimate military authority.” 
said a Western dfoloma*- . 


rrnona region iterranean, which makes it eask 
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appreciably promote the climate 
of trust and advance the cause of 
peace in the Mediterranean. An 
international governmental con- 
ference devoted to these problems 
and redoubled international eff- 
orts would considerably advance 
the spirit of cooperation and 
community in the Mediterranean. 
Such international agreement 
would have to result in a system of 
broader international security 
guarantees for countries situated 
along these straits and for str- 
ategically important states such as 
Cyprus and Malta. 

The problem of delineating 
economic zones and territorial 
waters, especially in such a closed 
sea as the Mediterranean, should 
be the subject of not just bilateral 
but also multilateral agreement 
among the Mediterranean cou- 
ntries. especially with regard to 
the principles and criteria of such 
delineations, the specific features 
of the Mediterranean, broader 
interests, etc. 

7. The determining factor of the 


ions, which are their populations! 
and industrial heartlands, where 
their political centers are usually 
located as well. But on the sou- 
thern Mediterranean side, pop- 
nia fonal and political centers are 
confined to the narrow, coastal 
belt and are seldom situated inl- 
and by major riverbeds (the NDe 
Valley). What this disproportion 
means is that the developed Eur- 
opean countries concentrate lar- 
gely on the non-Mediterranean 
aspects of their development, 
whereas countries facing the sou- 
thern Mediterranean have a rev- 
erse situation. That is why along 
tile northern belt of the Med- 
iterranean greater valorization 
must be given to the Med- 
iterranean region, including 
intra-Mediterranean cooperation, 
while countries in the reverse sit- 
uation should steer their dev- 
elopment inland, in the aim of 
developing the entire Med- 
iterranean. 

8 . Terrorism . Terrorism for pol- 
itical purposes (in all its forms, i.e. 
individual, group, organised and 
state) is more developed in the 
Mediterranean than anywhere 
else and there is not a Med- 
iterranean country which has been 
spared its attacks. This weighs 
heavily on relations in the Med- 
iterranean and requires a joint 
Mediterranean approach to the 
problem of terrorism, as well as 
accepting mutual obligations to 
reduce the mounting danger of 
terrorism in the Mediterranean. 

What are the advantages of 
promoting the political cohesion 
of the Mediterranean countries? 

1. Non-aligned policy, a hvw- 
kening of the blocs. The large maj- 
ority of Mediterranean countries 
are non-aligned countries and 
some of them are European. The 
movement's political affirmation 
has helped to weaken the blocs 
and, generally speaking, has adv- 
anced cooperation in the Med- 
iterranean. Hie movement is now 
at a stage where it must affirm the 
struggle for a fairer economic 
order in the world, and this will 
further enhance the promotion of 
political relations in the Med- 
iterranean. On the other hand, 
processes taking place within the 
blocs in Europe can already be felt 
in the dissonant tones of some of 
the Mediterranean bloc countries' 
approaches to certain aspects of 
bloc policy (the deployment of 
missiles, manoeuvers, foreign mil- 


sxras. 

3. Geopolitical, geographic ari\gt ~ 
trade commonality. The ge*? : ^j ' 
graphic and geopolitical featur - ' ; £ 
of Mediterranean lead all 

n tries to work together on re;^-’ v 
Giving the complex problems & 
peace and security, maritime ar 1 ” 
other forms of transport, to joint Jg 1 
valorize comparative advantage - 
and overcome the geographic fin .‘ l 

itations of the Mediterranean, 

4. Common ecological .*■ 

blems. Due to its densely :: 

ulated shores and the dosed na 'S 
ure of its waters, the Me* £ 
iterranean, more than any 

region, inspires its countries 
cooperate jointly in resolving the.^r^ 
mounting ecological proWen^*'^ 
Not only tourism in what tlj-^ 
world’s most propulsive touri;-^ 
region, but life itself depends 
resolving these problems. 

5. Cultural heritage. Tift coo*?* 
muoalfty of the Mediterranean^' 
also stems from the closeness ar^r? -3 : 
continuity of the cultures of 

old world and from common ef- 
orts to preserve the greatest 
rural heritage fo the world, sCss^ r 
uaied in a region which is the cr.V^ 
die of civilisation. ' 1 

Important political and in^ ; -C 
titutional steps have been takt - 
regarding certain aspects of coi'.« a*. - 
peration, among .the Metf; i~- 
iterranean countries (e.g.ecolog - 
migration, transport, caltur^.^ , 
cooperation, fishing), but nun! j 
still needs to be done'fo forgn^V 
interdependence, reducing de^lT. . 
elopmental differences and prr^J- » 
mDting compleraentariness OTr: 
which is the only real preconditkr ; " 
for greater political cohesion 
the Mediterranean. 

Initiatives for political corrJZV- 
-pe ration and cohesion have bee^ '' 
few and far between. The exj^Ar.l, 
erience of Malta’s perseve ring hjjp. ^ ^ 
istence on expanding the qnestfoj^ ^ 
of European security and coc"- - 
■peration to the Mediterranean^ 
shows how many obstacles ari- * 
differences exist in the Me^' ^ 1 


iterranean regarding this issue; 
This and similar ideas (soch as, fir-— 
instance, the idea toturatheMetP-- 
iterranean into a zone of peace-—-. - 
cannot be realised as long as thnc:::'.% : 
are crisis spots, superpower mfco r m e 
itary presence and instability 
the Mediterranean developiii::^- 
countries. Peace and developiheri o : .- ; 
are indivisible and the problem rs : •- 
instability in some areas of tiuj^r.r 
Mediterranean should be inszr vj 
ernationalised fo a construed^ ^ 


itary -buses, nuclear-free zones). way. * s i.> 

Moreover, tbg growing strength of Insrirutionalisation-"of coo* v.-^. 

peace movements and other forms peration among the^Med-v- . 


peace movements and other forms 
of public opposition to bloc policy 
and the arras race will have a 


long-term positive effect on peace 
and cooperation in the Med- 


iterranean. 

2. The absence of direct ter- 
ritorial contact with the sup- 
erpowers. A favourable cir- 
cumstance for the promotion of 
political cooperation in the Med- 
iterranean is that neither the Igni- 
ted States nor the Soviet Union 
arc territorially situated along this 
sea. Moreover, no eastern bloc 


iterranean countries, which -ca^- 
lead to greater political Coqt-j:... 
peration and cohesion* is obv;- 
iously a long-term process wbic. ^V 
should avoid the many nega^V;-:^ 
experiences of regional pcSitfe.,.^' 
and economic organisations in th'" 
developing world, especially Afi-CrT T ” 
ica, because, except for their pP^.7.'~ = 
itical declarations of intent, the ;~ 
contained neither strategical.^^ : 
developmental nor com . 
plementary substance — Reriev’;^- 7 
of International Affairs, Belgrade J5’ =? 


LETTERS 


The end of the journey 


To the Editor: 


Mr. Mua’sher's “My wisdom for the New Year’” (the Jordan 
Times, Dec. 24, 1985) has succeeded in confusing me although he 
bad written it “straight. ”AU the same, the article inspired me and 
I managed to put together “straight’” away the following piece, 
but I would like to draw your attention to the fact that I have no 
wisdom cither for this year or any other year. 


1986, Heart of Delight? 


"Let me, ladies and gentlemen, point out some interesting 
places to you and take you with me to the heart of delight. On your 
left, you can see the tip of “dark famine’” em er g ing slowly from 
behind these lovely mountains. Don’t worry, that black iceberg 
wOi melt away soon and then hopefully will evaporate tike Ala- 
eddin's djinni. It might leave a puff of smoke behind, Hwwgh Pull 
the masks that you can find under your scats and wear them: That 
should give you enough protection and guarantee that your hmgs 
wil] remain unpolluted. 

“Well, quickly have a glance at the edifice of Freedom of . 
Expression, there, on your right. I know how dear it is especially 
to the developing countries. Despite that, we promise youa hearty 
dinner under its spacious roof after we finish this pleasant cruise 
down the river. 

** Don't be upset. Wfc have to switch off the lights and dm ' 

for about one minute in order not to be seen by the terrorist 
cannibals. Ladies mid gentlmen. don’t think of the extended dar- . 
kness that lies ahead of yon. Imagine ... imagine that you’re a tom 
under the mistletoe tree and that you're surrounded with K 
candles. Wie really don’t know why these terrorists keep hitting 
random targets. The only jtwtifcation I can see is that they reach 
... doud number nine by rapping off heads. No, sir. No fun- 
damental reasons behind these savage attacks or deeper psy- 
chological ramifications. , • 

“Now. the glory of glories and king of kings, Mr. “Crude 00."" 
Just look at him and his gorgeous mistresses. What a lovely white 
frelfis! ooohl He's waving to us. I only wonder why he had put on 
so much weight. No, he’s not stupid. Yes. there is some nouveau 
ndusra about his behaviour/” that’s all. He’s a darting; don't you 

“On your left, ' Equal Equations'® having a walk, withher dog. 
Yes, there, fo die dark-green forest. She looks like ahazy dream. ” 
Doesn’t she? Well, ladies and gentlemen, can you deny that 
women are equal to men and that the poor areeqnal to thexich. 
and that the governed are equal to the goverifin^ Can you? Of 
Course, rise does exist. I am not haitocinatmg. ' ' 

“ ‘Mes amis.; we are getting doser to the end of oorjornwyT; 
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and greed prevail in new cycle 


^ «> x *y, ^^icu yci, Hi^n 

c^y\ '^^^jSSuB^.^^bapeA to be 
i Mind Yonrlan- 

afebt-^earted comickx>k 


; ^Wm 

z-jrr&iSlS 


^r/ ^cmev&z m^L ^n&ris fo* tricky 
- part, iJto. m'mfocSia^ Siat I 




: ‘:- s . ?to*ggfo. -on for a^few more .weeks 
i_"; 7 Vw^h&tdv^Baitori m VfYimr 


as hcdkl l^weelr,^case^fttc 
■. -biter. =bit.-vAj 6 lon»aTifa also ■ cou- 

. the final epirode, raffled* Tfrtnre 
fC^r";'AltbQiigh && automobile 
«m . |n >kls ‘ sway m the present 
; worM to an alarming degree, 
many beScvt: that current trends, 
\ iMrfleastfoefast dwindling sap-. 
-plies otfTriLwRnltimatdy sound 
the death kneU for tbe mechanical 
- hoise. Soch a one is Dr. Richard 
Mrhads. aleading American soc- 
T - i^psyt^x^b^st, who says: ”We 
; shall toc^ badc at the car as an 
. anachronism dial Hveri for a short 
time Hi history and we shall won- 
der trfiy it fiyed that way at aQF r 
He afcoJstatesr that the peal for 
travel w 2 Fbe largely removed by 
.the rapidly' mq>roving electronic 
-R ftmmiiiiBari^ ■ and computer 
technology. (Exactly bow these 
' last two wifi enalrfe a family to 
take off fofofoe coimtry-sidefor a 


-d&tet itself: smaller than aSmartie, 
. Ihongh nearly as colourful, ext- 

■ remedy more potent and con- 
v side rabiy more profitable It. was. 

.what^knownasthe “feavra and 
' helEVdrug, lysergic arSH, or, LSD. 

They weare draming it pot by the 
1 bnckfct-foad,'and:reapmg 4ty fin- 
anrtal namMabt hy ttn» aarfr - TM 

. was. invented by a mild Swiss doo- 
tor ?dK> fet discovered hspro- 

- perries father mmenongly whilst 
, rafing home on a Msyde. : It was 
; eulogised by Aldous Huxley cha- 
' impkjned by Timothy Leary and 
J.h» Meny Pranksters , used in cop- 

iouscraratitieso 

die Pentagon , in "‘psychological 
experiments^ and spawned a 
whole generation: erf rock music, 
inducting at least one of which it 
inspired .the title: TLucfcy in the 
:3ky witfr Diamonds,” by the Bea- 
ties. It also caused many psychic 
borders, retarded mentalities 
and eye disorders; helped £11 up 
several beds in Western men tal 

- msthntkms, and caused j few poor 
souls to take one way flights out of 
. tenth-storey windows; bn at least 

one occasion it caused a young 
'•'man' to strangle his girlfriend, in 
the belief that she bad turned into 
a monster .and was about to eat 
him. This TV adaptation stars 
Colin Blakely, (star of “The Han- 
ged Man”), as Detective Inspector 
Dick Lee, and has as its scr-' 
iptwiiter Geny O’Hara, whose 

■ credits include “Bergerac”" and 
“The Professionals,” so it should 
be veijf good, if at times rather 
harrowing. 


wfaiistgmiigagraei^aver?iewof 
the whole, also shows how die beg- 
mnmg of the end came, not in Ind- 
ian independence in 1947 but in 
Sinpagore in 1942, when the sin- 
king of TWo English battleships — 
dispatched in true Pabnrarstoman 
fashion — and the surrender of 
13<L000 British troops to a qua- 
rter as many Japanese destroyed 
the illusion of imperial inv- 
incibility. This was most imm- 
ediately felt in India. Whether this 
series proves to be good or bad, I 
feel that, for myself at least, Mon- 
day mornings are going to be har- 
der to face than usual. ' 


macho Bobby, his brother, alc- 
oholic Sue EQen his sometimes 
wife, Pam, Miss Ellen, Bobby 
Barnes and die Poison Dwarf, in 
fact the whole vile, stinking, vic- 
ious, back-biting Ewing dan. If 
this is what being rich means, they 
can keep it. 


Tuesday 


Monday 


Apart from Bottle Busy, the 
comedy series that I previewed- 
last week, I am in a major dilemna 
over the new series that follows it. 
Is this going to be Trader Is the 
Night, or is it going to be Tra- 
velling Man? We were promised 


This kicks off with more from. 
That’s My Boy, and then con- 
tinues over the next four weeks 
with A Married Man. Anthony 
Hopkins stars as John Strickland 
who, at the time of die story, 1 973, 
is 40 years old and a successful 
barrister. However he is not sat- 
isfied with the direction his life is 
talcing and decides to become a 
Labour MjP. This causes himself 
and his wife Clara, played by CSa- 
ren Madden, much heartache and 
cold-shouldering amongst their 
middle-class Tory friends. When 
be turns elsewhere for solace, for 
support and love, he finds himself 
enmeshed in a web of lies and tre- 


Channel 6 preview 


Sunday 


but perhaps our brave new world 
of foe fixture wonThave anypknic 

sites erfher): - - _ - 

■’ Featore fflma, (and Varieties), 
w31 continue their time-honoured 
rule oyer Saturday knight viewing 
but not of aaurse.tonight, when 
tiie mini-series, or bestseller, sub- 
stitutes, as it tends to. do at. the. 
•beginning of each month. And the 
. one for this weekend Operation 
Wfe promises tobea real-tain. 
Back jxi the lateseveaties an entr . 

: wou 3 en, t^S: s^^^L CHi their; 
university 

become ' seff-inade :• 'ndfionahed: : 

'.and started jqi a Mgbly tacraiive 
cottage md^fry,'bpcraimg oufirf 
Wales (which of course explains 
why most of this programme was 
filmed in . Yoftehire). , Ujnf- 

^r tiuiatri y jfe*'- anffy\rifrw»<t - . font- 

rather " a_ dinj viewotfoe ^lt- 
_ eiprise: Not, ^ ^ may -foink, 
because^ foe^J&xghsh^goveTmnent 
_ of the timewa; a Iabour OTe, and 
committed -id state nat- 
fouafisation^frot^ev^ primarily. 


neglecting to pay any of foe vast 
stuns of income fox forwhkh, m 
theory , they: were ^ab^Nfo; foe 
principal probl^nj>a^m ^ pro- 


Once again foe comedy is a 
hangover from last year (!) but 
since it is the last episode erf the 
excellent Chance in a MiKon, 
no-one should complain. The 
happy day draws near, bat foe 

- local newspaper contrives to upset 
our hero Tom and his bride-to-be, 
Alison. Next up is a programme 
that promises to be highly con- 
troversial and fight the blue tou- 
chpaper of many a heated arg- 

. umenL End of Emp ire charts the 
collapse of the British empire 
since the end of World War II. It 
conce n trates cm three main areas: 
Asia, Africa, and the Middle East 

— so called because the En g lish, 
in their {Hide and conceit, reg- 

: aided this part of foe world as Kttie 
- more than a staging post en route 
. to their m^or commercial centres 
-oflndia andMalayat' Whilst I am a^ 
touch 'Wary- of’ foh' programmes 
dahn that tlld^ricts “foe bi ggest '. 
political change in foe worid mtk 
’ twentieth centnry^lt should, if it 
• ^at afi hooest, show how short- 
sightedness, intransigence and 
misplaced political emphasis hel- 
ped bring about one of foe biggest 
. and most consistent catalogues of 
diplomatic debacles on record. 
For instance, the programme cla- 
ims to show how in nearly every 
instance England misguidedlyfea- ■ 

' farf fog- rarcbmghf nf Pnm mmTiKrn ; 

often as not non-existent, whilst 
diseoilntmg the pressures erf local . 
nationalism, winch was very real. 
The first programme in the series, 


the former last Wednesday on the 
“Promotion Special,"" but last 
Tuesday the promotion dep- 
artment itself assured me that foe 
latter would kick off the new cycle. 
A tiny bit problematical, that So I 
had best play safe and preview 
both briefly. Tender is foe Night 
was the Last — and partly unf- 
inished — novel by F. Scott Fit- 
zgerald, and it is, like all his work, 
largely autobiographical. It tells 
the story of Dick Diver, a brilliant 
young American psychiatrist wor- 
king in Switzerland who fells in 
love with Nicole Warren, a wea- 
lthy expatriate who is suffering 

incest^to^r mfllionajre father 
Warren. (How very charming). 
Against foe advice of his col- 
leagues, who fear he is throwing 
away the chance of a great career, 
but encouraged by Nicole's cun- 
ning sister. Baby Warren, Dick 
marries Nk»le. As to quality, I am 
unsure. One English Sunday new- 
spaper has been eulogising it all 
autumn, whilst another has just 
voted it tiie TV flop of 1985. (But 
then, what do newspaper TV rev- 
iewers know?). Travelling Man, 
on tiie other hand, was screened 
on Channel 6 last year, and for my 
money was one of tiie better series 
of- 1985.. This series takes up 
where tiie last one left off. Ex- 
Detective Inspector Lomax of the 
-Metropolitan Drug Squad roams 
the waterways of En gland looking 
for his runaway son and the man 
or men wiw framed him on a drugs 
charge and got him sent to prison 
for two years. Each episode is a 
self-contained story at the same 
time as befog part of the whole, 
and extremely god television. 
They also have a tendency tow- 
ards extreme nastiness, but don’t 
let that put you off, especially as 
they are followed by foe pro- 
gramme that gave capitalism a bad 
name: Dallas. Welcome back to 
J.R., the nastiest creation ever. 


achery that lays bare his wea- 
knesses and makes extraordinary 
demands on his strengths. 

The final programme for Tue- 
sday stars the superd Edward 
Wood-ward as The Equaliser. 
Robert McCall is an ex-CIA agent 
who dedicated long and hard years 
of service that cost him his mar- 
riage and almost his son as he fou- 
ght for his ideals and a gains t the 
system. His impressive too wl edge 
and wisdom make him ind- 
ispensible to his superiors but, 
despite pleas, bargainings and 
even threats McCall closes that 
chapter in his life forever, and 
steps out into “foe real world” as a 
one-man police force in order to 
help those in trouble. No doubt 
very exciting and action-packed, 
but I can’t help befog reminded by 
my own personal nomination for 
“The Quote of 1985,”' which 
reads: “You don’t look so bad ... 
Tier’s another.” The speaker was 
Bernard Goetz, the vigilante who 
gunned down four muggers on a 
New York subway. Whilst such 
self-defence is understandable in 
the increasing lawlessness of that 
particular jungle, the above words 
are not, especially since they were 
occasioned by Mr. Goetz checking' 
his victims for blood. Finding none 
on ldyear-oid-Darrel Cabey, he 
gave ium another bullet, gratis, 
prefired with that quote. Darrel is 
now paralysed from the waist 
down and will probably never rec- 
over. Mr. Goetz, in all probability 
will be indicted on nothing worse 
than unlawful possession of a gun, 
and a board game based on his 
actions was the hottest selling item 
fo Ame rica this Chris tmas . I can’t 
help thinking that the macho bra- 
vura epitomised by The Equalizer 
helped bring about this state of 
affairs and I only hope that Mr. 
Woodward enjoys his money. 

Wednesday 

Three’s Company soliders bra- 


vely on for the present, as do die 
few remaining episodes of Con- 
nections and Vista, (It should be 
the former this week). Falcon 
Crest, however, lost no time get- 
ting into its stride. Never having 
seen this before I did however 
t hin k that I knew what to expect, 
but boy, was I wrong. They are 
even worse than the Wings and the 
oft-heralded west coast ear- 
thquake will be doing os all a fav- 
our if this bunch of ne'er-do-wells 
are in any way true to life. One 
tiling is very plain, and that is the 
previous senes must have gone 
out in a bail of bullets. First there 
is Chase, in hospital in a coma and 
with a bullet fo his brain . (He came 
out of the coma at foe rad of the 
episode, only to find that he's par- 
alysed in the legs, so is not that 
much more forward). Then there 
'is Richard, who started off by bur- 
ying his wife Jacqueline, (gunshot 
victim), went on to explain that he 
was never going to be so unmanl y 
as ay, and proceeded to destroy 
his office furniture. Then there is 
Julia who is fo jafl for shooting 
dead Carlo and — I thin 1 c — Jac- 
queline. Julia's son Lance is mar- 
ried to Carol's daughter Melissa. 
(NB: Julia and Carlo were having 
an affair). Lance hates Melissa, 
.Melissa hates Lance, and eve- 
* rybody but simply everybody 
hates Angela, Julia's mother and 
matriarch of this happy wine- 
growing family, and most esp- 
ecially Richar d who is publishing 
Julia's confession to murder fo 
order to avenge his own mother’s 
death in the bouse of Angela Cha- 
rming. Finally there is Emma who 
has a fixed stare, a never changing 
bright monotone, (a difficult feat, 
but she achieves it), and one singl e 


facial expression. She is cither the 
most appallingly bad actress or is 
playing foe part of a complete and 
utter homietdai maniac who is apt 
at any moment to produce a 
chain-saw. (How did that song go? 
“Tf you’re going to San Francisco, 
you’re gaing to meet some gentle 
people there...”). 


Thursday 


TONIGHT 

It’s You Move/ Mind Your 

Language 8:30 

Auto mania 9:00 

Varieties 9:30 

Mint-series: Operation Julie 


This continues with Emergency 
Room, and that is followed by 
Return To Eden. I think, on bal- 
ance, this is probably the best of 
the new cycles sagas of sex, greed, 
power and money. For a start, it’s 
the best photographed, with a ric- 
hness and depth of colour not 
found in either Dallas or Crest. 
More importantly, however, the 
characters seem almost human. In 
feet, some of them actually seem 
to like each other. Trne, Jennie is 
going to do her best to ont-JR JR 
hims elf, but Stephanie is a likeable 
sort, (as well as being very ple- 
asing on foe eye), and her hubby, 
suave Dr. Dan is extremely clu- 
bbable. Even son Denis, for all his 
wayward ways, has the family int- 
erests at heart. There are dup- 
liritious secretaries, evil English 
tycoons, and lots of family ske- 
letons. The final scene last week, 
when Lomax swore revenge on 
the Harpers over his brothers 
grave, came straight out of Ham- 
mer House of Horror. Finally, the 
feature film this week has been 
chosen for all those of you who are 
feeling withdrawal symptoms over 
the lade of detectives. Death on the 
Nile, was made in 1978, has an 
impeccable cast, including: Bette 
Davis, Mia Farrow, Angela Lan- 
sburry, Jane Birkin, David Niven, 
George Kennedy, Simon Mac- 
Cbrkfodale, Jon Finch, Maggie 
Smith, Olivia Hussey, Harry And- 
rews and Peter Ustinov as foe 
great Monsieur Hercule Poirot' 
himself. 


Iran i) 

SUNDAY. 

Ounce In a Mflfion 

.... JLIKZU 

.8:30 

0=00 

Mini-series: Operation Julie 

francfosiniil 10*20 

MONDAY. 



Tender is the Night/ 

O-fM 



10:20 

TUESDAY. 

That’s My Boy ........... 

A Married Man 

.... 10:20 

WEDNESDAY 




o-nn 


..... 10:20 

THURSDAY; 
Emergency Room......-.., 

... 0=00 

Feature fifan: Death on 
the NIe 

.... 10:20 

FRIDAY 

.....JkSO 

The Far Pavilions 

The Hunter 

• 10:20 


Friday 


Perforce I have yet to see the 
new series for this, so will briefly 
state that it has Sara, The Far Pa v- 
HSons, (which, judging by the sni- 
ppet shown on New Years Day, 
could just be the find of the sea- 
son. At least one colleague of 
mine, fairly intelligent as far as 
journalists go, raves about it). 
And, to rad up, there is The Hun- 
ter. Yes, indeed. So what hap- 
pened to The Brief? I don’t know. 
It was stfl] there on New Years’ 
Eve; it was even there on New 
Years Day, showcased on foe new 
cycle promotion programme, 
which also proves that It was tec- 
hnically acceptable and that epi- 
sode one at least had arrived. But. 
after foe News at Ten on Thursday 
night it had suddenly been rep- 
laced by something called The 
Hunter. Years may come, years 
may go, but JTV programming 
goes on for ever. Finally, it was sad 
to see that apart from foe holiday 
season daiming Sam Spiegel, the 
last night of 1985 daimed Rickie 
Nelson, thus proving that foe 
worst year ever for aviation did 
not forget foe rock star, its tra- 
ditional victim. And you thought 
1986 was going to be different. 


An outsider iss ue s a state-of-the-art challenge to Fleet Street 


By!® 

New Ye 


LONDON".^ Eddie Shah worics 
from an office about foxee miles 
from FleetStreet^the natural bab- 

/ .He has Fleet 

Street newspaper, lie says, and has 
never laid 3 Linotype 

machine, theoutmoded hot-foetal 
printing foachfocvstill fo use oir 
- every national ncwsnaper m Bri- 
tafo because of the inflexible res- 
- istance of inOst labour no^hs to 
foe mtiocfofokm of new tec-' 
*;•: - hnology. - ~v r . -y ; : 

Yet, ina period ofofrfieavalon 
' Fleet Street, Mr. ' Shah's same' 
comes up qttickfy' ; any con- 
r ' venation on the fixture of tbeiod-- j 
•f ustryin a nation that remains rav- ~ 
enous, despite tdcvisioa, for pti- 
“■ ated news and opinion, printed. 

gossip apd— m for popular tab-; 

•• lords — ' printed photos of bare-' 

" breasted women. . . 

. Mr. Stall, 41, broke into the; 
business in foe ; provinces. as the;, 
publisher cif a string of giveaway 
papere.Hfem^TOtbepffoeFleet 
t Street worid, init he is foe van- 
guard of foe technological rev-, 
okuion that is finally looming. 

Ten wrakrfrom now, on March 
-4 or 5 according fo pre sen t plans, 
r the first editions of his new. oat-. 
>■ ional tabkri&called Today will roll 
off the presses at four satellite pri- 
. .nting plants ' around England. • 
i. . ■ . Abated fit. youthful .and upw- 
ardly mobifc raiddie-class readers 
and produced from what was des- 
- .igned tobe a state-bf-foe-art new-; 
sroom , k wiU be tfie first national 


prase with cut-and-paste layout 
operations; like the editing, the 
design and makeup of its pages 
will be handled on display ter- 
minals. 

In addition, it will be the first 
British daily capable of producing 
-and’ transmitting colour pages 
from its own plant, using the latest 
computerised equipment. 

' Starting from scratch with a 
reported $30 million from outside 
investors and a staff of only 500 — 
compared with 6.500 on the slu- 
inpSng Mirror — Mr. Shah has run 
a detour around the union battles 
that much less ambitious efforts at 
technological innovation have 
'provoked on Fleet Street. 
r He won a major confrontation 
two years ago with the prmters 
onion, which placed his provincial 
papers under siege to force him to 
mamtam a dosed shop. He insists 
he is not anti-union —Today has 
signed an agreement with foe ele- 


ctricians union — but he rules out 
closed shops. 

Unless Ids editorial product is a 
complete failure, Mr. Shah is lik- 
ely to turn a larger profit in his first 
year than the whole of Fleet Street 
combined. 

Last year, he pointed out in an 
interview, Britain’s nine national- 
dailies and eight Sunday papers 
had total revenues of dose to S2 
billion and total profits of scarcely 
SIS million; this year, he said, 
there probably would be higher 
revenues but a net loss. 

If Mr. Shah proves that it is pos- 
sible to break into the national 
competition from outside Fleet 
Street, he will inevitably have imi- 
tators. That prospect, plus the los- 
ses that some of foe old mainstays 
are now suffering, lies behind the 
industry’s current turmoil. 

Control of three of the six hig- 
hest circulation dailies — The 
Mirror, foe Daily Express and foe 


Daily Telegraph — has changed 
hands in just over a year. The 
three papers together sell more 
than six million copies daily, but 
each is losing money, mainly, their 
owners contend, because of ove- 
rstaffing. 

Mr. Shah’s challenge to Fleet 
Street — symbolised by his dec- 
ision to situate his paper at the 
other end of town, near the West 
End in Pimlico not far from foe 
Tate Gallery — will go beyond 
technology. 

A hulking figure who looks like 
a retired football linebacker going 
to fet, he means to be a new kind 
of publisher producing what wiO 
be, for Britain, a new kind of 
paper. 

Fleet Street, like much of Bri- 
tain, has suffered from eJitism, he 
says. Publishers have used their 
papers to advance their views, 
regarding it as their right to tell 
readers what to think. There is no 


need to wait till the next election 
to know that the Mirror wfll be the 
only paper to support the Labour 
Party, or that the Telegraph will 
stand, as always, with the Con- 
servatives. 

By contrast. Today will cast its- 
elf as an independent voice, ref- 
lecting the views of an ind- 
ependent readership. 

Asked whom his paper would 
back in the next election, the 
shirt-sleeved publisher replied: 
“How can you know that three 
years ahead of time? Papers may 
make up their minds as far ahaarf 
as that, but people don't” ' 

Mr. Shah was born in En g land. 
His mother was British; Ins father 
was of Iranian stock, by way of 
India. His fall nam e is Selim Jehan 
Shah. 

Important newspaper pub- 
lishers frequently make their way 
to the House of Lords. Asked if he 
could see himself as Lord Shah, he 
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Eddie Shah at his printing plant 


said he did not believe that people 
who influence public opinion sho- 
uld accept titles from the gov- 
ernment. 

• “I wouldn’t take it anyway he 
said — International Herald Tri- 
bune. 


African famine caused by people, not drought 


By Paul Raeburn 

The Associated Press 


entirely with Linotype machines 
and the trade unions whose mem-, 
‘biers operated them. 

jMr. Shah’s Today wBl not only 
'start with foe technology, in com- 
mon use in North ; America and 
■much of cohfinental Earope fbr 
nscm?ti^adcH=aifo,that;raablesi 
editors to set iype .by-^podmg r _a' 
button on 2 video tprmirtal. But it 
-also aimes fo be one oF thc firsts 
'major jsqwnt, anywhere to dfe- . 


NEW YORK — The famine in 
Africa was caused by human act- 
ivity. not by lack of rain, and eme- 
rgency food aid is making the sit- 
uation worse, two ecologists have 
concluded 

Piecemeal aid from developed 
countries has changed life in sub- 
Saharan Africa so dramatically 
that the land can no longer sup- 
port the population, foe res- 
earchers say. 

The changes may even be alt- 
ering foe weather, itself. 

The core of foe problem, acc- 
ording to Anthony Sinclair and 
John Fryxeii of foe University of 
British Columbia in Vancouver, is 
that too many people arid too 
many cattle are living on land that . 
.can . no longer support them,. bec- 
ause it has been overgrazed and 
'stripped of vegetation. 

“If you feed foe people and 


leave them where they are. it 
won’t address that problem.” Sin- 
clair said recently in a telephone 
.interview. “It will make it worse, 
because these people will move 
into new areas and alter foe veg- 
etation again, so foe famine will 
spread.” 

Sinclair is quick to say that on 
humanitarian grounds there is no 
immediate alternative to sending 
food to the millions of starving 
African families, but warns that 
more must be done. 

“The very first thing we have to 
address is to repair foe veg- 
etation.” he said. “We've got to 
get the grasslands growing again. 
We’ve got to take foe people off 
the land, take foe pressure off foe 
land.” - • 

Moving large numbers of peo-. 
pie is a difficult political problem 
in foe best, of circumstances, and 
may be impossible given foe pol- 
itical unrest in some of the 
drought-stricken countries of Afr- 


ica. in foe broad belt known as the 
Sahel that stretches across the 
continent just south of the Sahara. 

“We’re not foe right people to 
say how this should be dtine.”£in- 
clair said. “ We’re not in foe aid 
business. But that shouldn't stop 
us from mentioning problems.” 

Sinclair and Fryxeii are spe- 
cialists in the migration of wild 
animals in foe Sahel. 

In a recent paper titled — The 
Sahel of Africa: Ecology of a Dis- 
aster. Sinclair and Fryxeii des- 
cribed how the wildebeest and the 
white-eared kob. two African ant- 
elopes, survive in large numbers 
by migrating during foe rainy sea- 
son to areas where short-lived, 
high-protein grasses briefly app- 
ear. and then returning in foe dry 
season to areas where lower- 
quality vegetation grows year- 
round. 

The migration strategy allows 
more animals to survive than 
would be possible if they were 


confined to a single area year- 
round. and it also allows gra- 
sslands to recover during periods 
when the animals are away. 

Many people living in the Sahel 
have traditionally followed a sim- 
ilar strategy, moving their cattle 
herds to different areas at dif- 
ferent seasons, and thus avoiding 
overgrazing and permanent loss of 
grasslands. 

That pattern began to disappear 
several decades ago. however, as 
Western countries began to send 
aid to Africa. 

Wells were drilled in areas that 
were green with vegetation year- 
round. Communities developed 
around foe wells, and medical and 
veterinary care became ava- 
ilable. Much of this change was the 
result of aid from developed cou- 
ntries. 

People who had migrated soon 
settle chi ear foe wells, and it wasn't 
long before difficulties arose, acc- 
ording to Sinclair and* Fryxeii- 


Grazing animals no longer had 
access to high-protein grass during 
the rainy season. The land around 
foe welis became overgrazed and 
ultimately denuded of vegetation, 
now that animals were feeding 
there constantly. 

Hie improved medical care inc- 
reased the population of humans 
and animals. 

As foe process accelerated, 
each periodic episode of less- 
than- average of rainfall bad more 
severe consequences. The famines 
of 1 973 and 1 984 were both pre- 
ceded by reduced rainfall, but res- 
ulted m far more deaths than pre- 
vious droughts, foe researchers 
said. 

While foe lower rainfall might 
have been foe trigger for foe fam- 
ine. foe ultimate cause was set- 
tlement and overgrazing. 

The overgrazing may be directly 
changing weather patterns, cau- 
sing a decline in rainfall that could 
last for decades. 


Randa Habib’s 
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A prayer for 1986 


TODAY, as 1985 has ended and as 1986 has come on ns, I 
have some wishes and hopes to air out and a prayer to say. 

I wish that from now on there will never, ever be any 
hijacking or terrorist action of any sort. I hope that there 
would not be any innocent person in danger, that children 
would not have to fear anymore, that they will not have to 
die, to be burned in a plane or to be shot by a stray bullet. 

I wish that girls will not be amputated because they just 
happened to be in an airport at the end of their holidays. 

I wish that people who feel that their rights are being 
denied, would make their cause be known to the worid over 
by words and not by bombs. 

I hope that roses be planted at the tip of the barrel of each 
gun. 

I hope that factories of ammunitions, weapons, tanks, 
fighter-planes would all close down for lack of customers 
and that no land be taken by force, and no wars be fought. 

I hope that people would care, that “friends” never be 
deceitful, that interest and money would not rule the world, 
and that love only will. I pray that all my hopes and wishes 
come true in 1986. 

Happy New Year 


Iraqi art students prefer 
realism to symbolism 


By Tod Robberson 

Reuter 


BAGHDAD — A soldier peers 
motionlessly through foe scope of 
a rocket-propelled -grenade lau- 
ncher, another is depicted reeling 
in agony as a bullet pierces his 
chest. 

Nearby, several an students 
chat casual ly. apparently oblivious 
to the plaster-and-papier mache 
battleground of art on display in 
the courtyard of the Iraqi Aca- 
demy of Fine Arts. 

“I don't encourage this type of 
art,” says Ismail Fattah AJ Turk, 
an Italian -educated professor at 
the academy and designer of the 
National Martyrs’ Monument 
here. 

“I teach differently. I teach 
them to be free in form as well as 
academic discipline,” he explains. 
“But right now, they are con- 
cerned with the (Iran-Iraq) war. 
This is how they want to express 
themselves." 

Turk says he chooses symbolism 
over realism in his own art, and 
proudly explains the meaning beh- 
ind his martyrs monument. 

' It consists of two tulip-shaped, 
turquoise half-domes slightly off- 
set from each other. At the base of 
one is a fountain, and at the base 
of foe other is an Iraqi flag shaped 
as if it shrouds a standing man. 

“The split in the domes sym- 
bolises the moment of death, foe 
opening of heaven. The flag sym- 
bolises tiie spirit of the martyr, 
who died for his beliefs, in defence 
of his religion, his country, his 
family,” Turk says. 

He designed foe monument in 
1978, never anticipating foe Gulf 
war which erupted in 1980 and 
which has led to hundreds of tho- 
usands of deaths on both sides. 

President Saddam Hussein, 
who personally selected Turk’s 
design and told him to spare no 
cost in its construction, has dec- 


lared the 45- metre- tall monument 
sacred ground, Turk says. 

Only official guests are allowed 
to walk at the base of the domes. 
Following the example of Hussein 
when he unveiled it in 1983, vis- 
itors must remove their shoes. 

Turk contrasts the monument 
with Tehran’s martyrs monument, 
a fountain which spews blood- red 
water. 

“I chose water instead of blood, 
because water is the symbol of 
life. I wish the worid could come 
and compare these two mon- 
uments. It would say a lot about 
our different outlooks on war and 
life — our entire characters." 

Turk says that although most of 
his students have been directly 
affected by the war —the males as 
soldiers and foe females as dau- 
ghters, sisters or cousins of sol- 
diers — some have chosen forms 
of expression other than "war 
an. 

He smiles at the mention of the 
few nude sculptures at foe aca- 
demy. “We like to do nudes. We 
like them but of course we don't 
use real models, only pictures," he 
rays. "We are religious people, 
but we don't let this dose our 
minds." 

Turk is on a committee of five 
artists chosen to select foe best 
submissions of Iraq's most pop- 
ular art subject: President Hus- 
sein, whose portraits are displayed 
throughout the country. 

He frowns at a suggestion th 2 t 
perhaps some of them go ove- 
rboard, such as one at foe mon-- 
ument depicting a helmeted Sad- 
dam Hussein charging the war- 
front with an assault nfle or ano- 
ther showing him thrashing wheat 
with a group of peasants. 

Turk rays thousands of pai- 
ntings are submitted yearly, and 
his committee, picks the best ones 
for display at entrances to gov- 
ernment buildings, on street cor- 
ners or along highways. 


River Nile looks 
more bountiful 


■ By Hamza Hendawi 

Reuter 


CAIRO — After two low floods 
which raised the spectre of famine 
in largely-desert Egypt, the cou- 
ntry's lifeline — the River Nile — 
has turned bountiful again. 

And the government, aware it 
has a million more mouths to feed 
each year, is ttying to ensure it 
continues to get enough water 
from foe mighty river it shares 
with seven other nations. 

Despite gloomy forecasts, the 
1 985 Nile flood yielded 60 billion 
cubic metres of water, nearly dou- 
ble last year’s volume and 17 bil- 
lion cubic metres more than in 
1983, Irrigation Minister Essam 
Radi reported. 

Good rains in the Ethiopian hig- 
hlands and in equatorial Africa 
accounted for the bounty — wit- 
hout which Egypt might have 
faced trouble. 

With images of devastating fam- 
ine in Ethiopia and Sudan still 
vivid, foe government is urging 
Egyptians not to squander the 
precious liquid and is searching for 
new water resources to boost agr- 
iculture. growing more slowly 
than foe 49 million population. 

“Very soon, a drop of water will 
be more valuable than a drop of 
oil,” Radi told Reuters. 

Prime-time television adv- 
ertisements urge viewers not to 
.use water unnecessarily and “to 
protect it to safeguard the right of 
others to live.” 

Since Pharaonic days, foe Nile's 
annual flood starting in June and 
peaking in August has been foe 
key to survival. Ancient Egyptians 
sacrificed maidens to the Nile god 
Hapi. 

The late President Anwar Sadat 
once said he was prepared to fight 
to protect Egypt’s share of the 
river’s waters after Ethiopia spoke 
of building more dams. 

When a new cycle of low floods 


began in 1979. the shortfall had to 
be made up by water from the lake 
behind foe Soviet-built Aswan 
high dam. A parliamentary report 
last May warned there would not 
be enough water in the lake if low 
floods continued. 

So vital is the high dam to 
Egypt’s economy that authorities 
are building a security net in the 
river in from of it to catch floating 
mines, officials say. 

Radi says that to get more water 
from other sources, the gov- 
ernment aims to double the yield 
from underground reservoirs, to 
recycle sewage water for irrigation 
and, when floods are low, to cut 
the acreage under water- 
consuming crops such as rice. 

Egypt is also campaigning for 
more cooperation with the other 
Nile basin states — Sudan, Uga- 
nda, Zaire, Burundi, Rwanda, 
Tanzania and Ethiopia — as a way 
of protecting its share of the river s 
waters. 


All except Ethiopia belong to a 
grouping, called the Undugu 
(Swahili for brotherhood), formed 
by Egypt in 1983, and officials ray 
privately Cairo hopes to lure 
Addis Ababa to join by making 
the group more active and boo- 
sting its image. 

Egypt has suspended military 
aid to Somalia, which backs sec- 
essionist guerrillas in Ethiopia, 
and shut the secessionist mov- 
ement’s Cairo offices, official sou- 
rces say. 

The government hopes better 
ties with Ethiopia will prompt 
Addis Ababa to use its influence 
with south Sudanese rebels to get 
work going again on foe Jonglei 
canal in southern Sudan, sus- 
pended after civil war broke out 
there in 1983. 

The 350- km waterway is des- 
igned to allow Egypt and Sudan to 
use an extra 4.7 bfllioa cubic met- 
res of swamp water which now 
vanishes through evaporation. 
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Aston Villa faces uphill task 


LONDON (R) — Big-spending Aston Villa, record 
seven-time winners of tbe Football Association 
(F.A.) Cap, travels to Portsmouth Saturday kno- 
wing a defeat by the promotion-chasing second div- 
ision team in their third round cup tie would plunge 
ahem into crisis. 


The struggling Birmingham 
dub have spent more than £1.3 
million ($1.9 million) in new pla- 
yers in die past year without cre- 
ating a team to match their fine 
tradition, and after a series of dis- 
appointing results they are cur- 
rently 18th in the first division. . 

Manager Graham Turner has 
wheeled and dealed ceaselessly in 
the transfer market, selling Gor- 
don Cowans, and Paul Rideout to 
Italian dub Bari and signing tal- 
ented replacements like mid- 


fielder Steve Hodge and striker 
Simon Stainrod. 

But the new team has failed to 
click and a 1-0 home defeat by 
Manchester City on new year’s 
day led to a demonstration by fans 
calling for Turner’s dismissal and 
the resignation of the chairman 
Doug Ellis. 

Turner is adamant his team will 
improve, “Tve got Villa into the 
present mess and I am determined 

to get diem out. If we get the right 
result at Portsmouth it could pro- 


vide some short-term sat- 
isfaction.”" 

VQia faces an uphill task. Por- 
tsmouth, managed by former Eng- 
land World Cup-winning mid- 
fielder Alan Ball, are in second 
place in division two and are par- 
ticularly strong at home. In vet- 
eran striker Mike Channon, they 
also have an experienced match- 
winner to suit the occ a sion. 

If Villa are knocked out in the 
third round — when the first and 
second division dubs join the sur- 
viving third and fourth division 
and minor league dubs in the draw 

they could be in unexpectedly, 
distinguished company. 

Former champions Liverpool, 
also out of form, faces a difficult 
borne tie against in-form second 
division leaders Norwich while 


fourth-placed Chelsea travel to 
Shrewsbury. 

Norwich, die holders of tbe 
Football League Cup. were rel- 
egated last season but re m a in a 
team of first division quality . They 
will fully extend Liverpool who 
are experiencing a p at ch of ind- 
ifferent form at Anneld. 

In addition Arsenal at Grimsby, 
Luton at Crystal Palace, Sou- 
thampton at Middlesbrough, 
Queen’s Park Rangers at Ca- 
rlisle, and Manchester City at 
Walsall, are all in danger of eli- 
mination by lower status opp- 
osition. 

But holders Manchester United 
should have few problems in bea- 
ting fourth division Rochdale at 
Old Traffard. 


Four yachts cross southern 
ocean sis less than 30 days 


Wilander strolls into Young 
Masters tennis semifinals 


AUCKLAND (R) — Drum Eng- 
land, the maxi yacht part-owned 
by Duran Duran pop star Simon 
Le Bon, Friday became the fourth 
competitor in the Whitbread 
round-the-world race to cross the 
southern ocean in less than 30 
days. 

Drum, skippered by American 
Skip Novak, finished the 7.100- 
mile second leg of tbe race from 
Cape Town to Auckland in 29 
days, 13 hours, one minute and 
four seconds. 

She joined Atlantic Privateer, 
the American maxi which claimed 
fine honours, NZI Enterprise and 
LIBS Switzerland in beating the 
fastest time of 30 days, two hours, 
four minutes and 36 seconds. That 
mark was set by flyer of The Net- 
herlands, the winner of the 1981- 
82 race. 

Le Bon will sail on Drum on the 


third leg of tbe race around Cape 
Horn to Uruguay which starts 
early next month. 

Drum reached Auckland alm- 
ost 12 hours behind Atlantic Pri- 
vateer which claimed line honours 
from New Zealand's NZI Ent- 
erprise after a see-saw battle all 
the way from Gape Town. 

Atlantic Privateer, skippered by 
South African Peter Kuttel, cro- 
ssed the line after a passage of 29 
days one hour four minutes and 36 
seconds. 

She was just seven minutes and 
20 seconds ahead of Enterprise 
but cannot become overall winner 
after withdrawing from the first 
leg. 

UBS Switzerland, leader of die 
first leg from Portsmouth, Eng- 
land, was the third yacht into 
Auckland, one hour, 54 minutes 
and 36 seconds behind Enterprise. 


WEST BERLIN (R) — Mats Wil- 
ander of Sweden cruised eff- 
ortlessly into the semifinals of the 
$150,000 Young Masters tennis 
tournament Friday — and then 
claimed he was not playing too 
well. 

WDander, the world’s number 
three, crushed Yugoslavia’s 
Bruno Oresar 6-1, 6-1 in just 42 
minutes to wrap up his thir d str- 
aight win in the preliminary 
round-robin games. 

The Swede has totally out- 
classed his opponents in all three 
matches, dropping a mere six 
games and spending only .146 
minutes on court. 

But WDander said afterwards: 
“I don’t think riia playing that 
welL Maybe I was a little too fast 
for Bruno.”" 

The 18-year-old Yugoslav had 
won his first two matches in the 
“red” group, but be was never 


able to cope with WSander’s solid, 
almost error-free strofceplay. 

Wilander dropped only sne poi- 
nts in winning the first five games 
as the bewildered Oresar str- 
uggled helplessly. 

The French Open champion 
now faces Switzerland’s Jacob 
Hlasek in Saturday's semifinals 
and is looking forward to meeting 
reigning champion Boris Becker 
of West Germany in the final. 

HQasek has qualified for the 
semifinals from me “blue'* group, 
even before his final match Friday 
with Swede Henrik Sundstrom, 
after two straight-set wins. 

Becker should reach the last 
four after meeting Marian Vajda 
of Czechoslovakia Friday night 
with his likely semifinal opponent 
being Ronald Agenor of Haiti. 

The tournament groups the 
world’s top 16 players aged 21 and 
under. 


Washington Bullets shrug off flu, get hot shooting 


NEW YORK ( AP) — Flu viruses 
and basketball shooting streaks 
have something in common — 
they tend to spread from one per- 
son to another. 

The Washington Bullets, ham- 
pered by a flu bug for the last 
week, discovered Thursday night 
that hot shooting also can be con- 
tagious. They made 65 percent of 
their field-goal attempts for three 
quarters and finished with 61 per 
cent shooting for the game as they 
defeated the New York Knicks 
. .115-109 in a National Basketball 
7 Association (NBA) game. 

!'*' “When a team shoots well, it 
seems like everyone is shooting 
well.” said Jeff Malone, who was 
16-for-21 from the field and sco- 
red 37 points, one under his sea- 


Also scoring big for Washington 
were Gus Williams with a 
season-high 32 points and Cliff 
Robinson with 2S (one under his 
season best). 

In other NBA games, it was 
Boston 1 22, Indiana 104: Chicago 
131, Detroit 122; Sacramento 


114. San Antonio 106; and Hou- 
ston 120, Golden State 115. 

Williams, who was 15-for-21 
from the field, was coming back 
after missing three games with tbe 
flu. Bullets Dairen Daye and 
Kenny Green were still sidelined 
by illness. 

The Bullets also know som- 
ething about cold-shooting str- 
eaks. On Dec. 22 they equalled a 
league record by scoring only 25 
points in tbe second half aganist 
the Knicks. 

Gerald Wilkins had 19 points 
and Louis Ott 18 to lead New 
York, while star rookie Patrick 
Ewing, after missing three games 
.with an injured knee, finished with 
13 on 2-for-l/ shooting. Seven- 
foot-6 (2-29 metre) Washington 
centre Manute Bol didn't score, 
but he blocked seven shots. 

Celtics 122, Pacers 104 

Boston's Dennis Johnson also 
had a strong shooting per- 
formance. connecting on 14 of 20 
shots and scoring 29 points against 


Indiana. 

Larry Bird added 27 points, 13 
rebounds and eight assists for Bos- 
ton, while Vein Fleming and 
Wayman Tisdale led Indiana with 
18 points each. 

Rockets 120, Warriors 115 

John Lucas scored 27 points, six 
of them in the final minute, to 
keep Houston ahead of Golden 
State. 

Akeem Olajuwon scored 22 
points for Houston, while Purvis 1 
Short had 38 and Joe Barry Car- 
roll 23 for die Warriors. 

BoDs 131, Pistons 122 

Chicago handed Detroit its 


■ninth loss in 10 games as Quin tin 
Dailey and Orlando Woolridge 
each scored 26 points for the 
Bulls. 

George Gervin added 22 points 
for Chicago, 17 of them in foe first 
period. Itiah Thomas led all sco- 
rers with 29 for Detroit, while 
Kelly Tripucka had 25 and Bill 
Laimbeer 24. 

Kmgs 114, Spurs 106 

Mike Woodson scored seven of 
his garde-high 24points in the last 
'five minifies as Sacramento sur- 
vived a San Antonio rally. 

The Spurs, who got 23 points 
from Wes Matthews, trailed 88-73 
after three periods before lau- 
nching a comeback in tbe fourth 
quarter. 
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• WINTER TERM 1986 

• — General English Classes from Basic to Higher Skills 
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q — Ladies Conversation Classes (morning) i 

• — Arabic (beginners). 1 
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Austrian skier recovers 

INNSBRUCK. Austria (R) — Austrian skier Christine Putz, who 
has been in a coma since crashing on the slopes at Val d'Isere, 
France, on Dec. 12, has recovered consciousness and taken her 
first steps, doctors said Thursday. 

The 19-year-old landed on her head at Val d'Isere in the 
women's first world cup downhill sk« race of the season. She woke 
up Wednesday, drank tea and took her first steps Thursday with 
the help of nurses. 

Her doctor ^ further therapy would be necessary as the 
Innsbruck-boro skier was to outstanding physical shape. 


EXECUTIVE MANAGER SEEKING A JOB 
WITH AN INTERNATIONAL COMPANY! 

Jordanian, ex-manager of a c o ntract in g company, with 14 
years of comprehensive experience in both commercial and 
contracting businesses, in addition to marketing, financial 
control, legal procedures... etc. 

Seeking a challenging senior position with an international 
company either in the contracting or commercial business, 
in or outside Jordan. 

Interested companies kindly write to 
P.O. Box 9849; Amman c/o Mr. David George. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished apartment consisting of two bedrooms, living 
room, “L”-shaped ball, kitchen, two bathrooms, three bal- 
conies, central heating and separate telephone. 

Located behind Taman's Kindergarten opposite Shm- 
eisani Bookshop. 

For farther information, please phone 661049' 

N.B. Another apartment wfl] be available at the end of 
February. 



Peter Bussing, winner of more than 400 heavyweight fights and holder 
of 16 boxing championship tides, retired recently because he turned 


36, the age fixed by the German law for amateurs. He is now starting a' 
new career as trainer. (EVP/Horst MnJJer photo) 


PGA tour offers bigger 
prizes, more tournaments 


PONTE VEDRA, Florida (R) — 
The chase for more than $30 mil- 
lion prizemooey started in Nassau 
Thursday — the pew .warm-up 
venue for the U.S. golf tour. 

The 44-player first round of the 
Bahamas Classic over tire paradise 
island coarse marked toe beg- 
inning of- a 1986 campaign which 
runs to 53 tournaments. 

Next week's tournament of 
champions at La Costa. California 
serves as the official tour-opener. 

Another fresh event on the sch- 
edule is The International, a 
mil (ion -dollar televised ext- 
ravaganza to be held near Denver, 
the week after toe PGA cha- 
mpionship in August. 

A total of 156 players will start 
but the field will be reduced each 
day, based solely upon a unique 
scoring system that will award pla- 
yers for various achievements, 
such as birdies and eagles. Regular! 
stroke-play wHi be abandoned. *■ 

Another innovation is the Van- 
tage Cup in which toe most con- 
sistent players on the tour will 
share a 52 million purse at the end 
of the year. 

Tour commissioner Deane Be-' 
aman said recently: “Golf is hea- 
lthier than the days of old some 
dream about.”” 

"In the days of the big three — 
Arnold Palmer, Jack Ntcklaus and 
Gary Player — if one or more did 
not show up for a tournament it 
was considered a failure. Indeed, 
some did go out of business bec- 


ause of such a circumstance” he 
added. 

* ‘Now we are to the point in golf 
where if the biggest player in his- 
tory isn't on his game, he may not 
make a cheque ” Beaman said. 

Beaman may be optimistic but 
he does have one task facing him. 
He must try to win die support of 
players, media and golfing public 
over tbe PGA’s decision to sus- 
pend Severiano Ballesteros from 
the tour. 

The Spaniard foiled to play the 
required minimum of 15 tou- 
rnaments last year and was ruled 
ineligible for 1986. 

Ballesteros protested uns- 
uccessfully and can only contest 
the Masters, U.S. Open and PGA 
championship this year, events 
outside PGA tour control, plus a 
tournament in New Orleans 
where he is defending champion. 

‘ Despite his absence, tins yqar's . 
healthy foreign contingent should* 
'ib-jtke its presence felt Among 
those expected to figure pro- 
minently are Masters champion 
Bernhard Langer and British 
Open winner Sandy Lyle. 

The tour would also benefit if 
Nicklaus or Tom Watson could 
win an occasional tournament in 
the coming 12 months, par- 
ticularly the Masters or the U.S. 
Open. 

Nicklaus. 45 this month, has not 
won since May, 1984, while Wat- 
son's Western Open victory two 
months later was his last triumph. 


India calls off non-aligned 
athletic games in Delhi 

NEW DELHI (R) —The first athletics games for non-aligned cou- 
ntries have been cancelled just two weeks before their scheduled 
start in New Delhi because of a poor response, a spokesman for the 
Amateur Athletic Federation of India said Friday. 

The spokesman said that only 14 of the movement’s 101 members 
had agreed to participate in toe games, scheduled for January 1 8 and 
19 in toe Indian capital. 

Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi is the current head of the 
movement. 


(A) PROJECT MANAGER (INTERIORS) 

(B) PLANNER G.S. 

Required by Cilcon - Civil Conslruciton Co. for Rag ha dan 
Palace Renovation contract (extensive marble work, 
woodwork, HVAC special glazing, security systems Me). 

(A) PROJECT MANGER: 


should hold degree Arch or Civil engineering degree. 

(B) PLANNER : 

should have experience in CPM and other Construction 
programming system. O.S. background is essential. 

to Similar previous experience a requirement. 

to Single status - 1 year renewable - accommodation etc. 

to Salary to be prorated to previous status. 


Send hiB documents to Mr. RAJA HALAZON 

CILCON P.O. BOX SOU AMMAN - JORDAN TEL (9626) 661293 

TLX 21 SOS CILCON JO 
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Committee agrees to allow 
geldings in some races 


LONDON (R) — Geldings will be 
allowed to race in some group one 
races following a decision by Eur- 
ope's five leading racing countries. 

The European Pattern Com- 
mittee, made up of rep- 
resentatives Britain, Ireland, Fra- 
nce. West' Germany and Italy, 
agreed that races’ for three- 
year-old and upwards, and four- 
year-olds and upwards, will be 
opened up to Geldings. 

But they will still be excluded 
from group one races confined to 



The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jebal Amman, 
near AMfyyah Girts School , 

Take away is avaBaMa 

Open daily 1 2:00-3 :30p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

ZU. 638968 


two and three-year-olds. 

Geldings can therefore still not 
race in the British classics alt- 
hough they can now take part in 
the King George VI and Queen: 
Elizabeth stakes at Ascot,! the 
Coronation Clip at Epsom and the 
Dubai champion stakes. -- ■- .-_ v 

The exclusion of Geldings from 
lop line races is based on a belief 
that they would devalue toe sta- 
ndard of major races as they can- 
not breed. 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE - 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, YarmouH \ 
Engineers' Housing '■ 
Estate, near Kilo . 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbecue' -'for 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 

. ; TeTi8182t* - 
Come and taste our 
specialities :• 

Open daily j 2.00- 3:30 ,pjn. 
6:30 - Midnight ■ ■ 




Cinema 

CONCORD 

Tel: 677420 

FALLING IN 

LOVE 

(Colour) 

Performances - 3:30. 0 . 001 8.30:. 1030 



Cinema 

RAINBOW 

Tel: 625155 

TIME RIDER 

(Colour) 

AwkfBi w ,-aap. coo. boo- - 


Cinema 

fi-HOSSEiN 

Tel: 622112 

A RUMOR OF WAR 


(Colour) 

Qrmancat: T2.fo, 3.1». 5:30. B 


it CIk- Tb«*tre* 

Philadelphia 

Tel: 634144 - 634149 

BODY ROCK 


(Colour) 

PtrtOfmfKM BOO. 8KB. 10.13 



TeL; 622198 

DELUGE 

(Colour) 

MOO, 300. S3D. 
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ANGE RATES 


ibe e/o&iarige arid btffliao madcete. Friday. _ ^ . . 


Onesteriing 
One US. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


. 1.4440/50 
' 1,4035/40 
2A610/25 
a 2=7710/20 .... 
2.0660/80 
50.22/27 
7.5400/5500 
1677/1679' 
20235/40 
7-5935/85 ' 
73750/5800 
85665/9715 
326.00/326.50 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 

Bel gian f rancs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
S wedishcrowns 
Norwegian crowns . 
D anish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Shares closed with die FT30 index at a record 
high as speculative demand and stock shortages pushed prices up, 
driers said. At 1530 GMT the FT3D index hit a new record hig h 
1149.0 versus a previous high of 1147.5 last seen on Nov. 28. The 
FTSE 100 index at 1530 GMT was 7.7 up at 1428.2. 

. Electricals continued to meet buying interest with Thorn EMI 
17p higher at 424 while Lucas extended its early gain to l-5p at 
508. GEC rose 8 p to 178. Gold shares were rnfrari but North 
Americans firmed. Government bonds eased around Vi -point at 
the longer aid with sterling. 

Imperial Group closed 2p hi ghe r at 258. after Hanson Trust 
published its formal offer document for the company. Imperial 
has already rejected the offer and Hanso n dosed lp up at 199.' 

.. BriteimiaAirowended lpjagbcr at 142after news the group of . 
. shareholders opposing the £281 million bid from G uinness Feat, 
down 3p to 68 , had earlier achieved a 26.36 per cent stake in 
Britannia. Guinness Peat’s offer for the company dosed at 1530 
GMT on Friday with its holding at 29.9 per cent ICT dosed 4p up 
at 761. 

Banks were dull but insurances firmed with Sun Alliance lOp 
up at 540:'Abbwlife was lp lower at 216 after 221 on profit- 
taking in the wake of bid speculation, dealers said. 


YOUR DAILY 


from the Carroll Righter Institute 


: tOUECAST FOR SATURDAY. JAN. 4. 198« : 

GENERAL TENDENCIE3: You are under excellent 
aspecto to get In touch with whomever you wish to be 
asaodatod within the future and to join forces with them 
and formulate -a mutual course of action. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Contact associates and 
discnss vital matters with them, so that the future can 
be mcae' Successful f or aU concerned. 

TAURUS {Apr. 20 to May 20) An ideal day to get in- 
to, the sports and amusemen ts that you most enjoy, but 
first "some "hew plan fin* the days ahead. 

- GEMINI (May 2I fo June 21) Put worries aside and 
be off to pleasures with good companions and have a 
firieibne with them. -" 

MOON CHILDREN (June. 22 to JuL 21) Add 


: LEO ^ Gefcout with good. hnDends 


Show taster 
. . LJ^RA (Sept .23 to Oct. 22) Get busy early improv- 
ing your appearance in some way and this will give your 
ago u bpd^jThen plan to make a good friend soon. 
GCGRPIO IO^ ^ r todNov. 21) A good day to delve 


— 2 • 5 - : r . v rrx r, t v , ; i ■. , XT ’ * 3 n -I ^ 


o fftgnjdi; ^ .. .. , . . 

, ,■ SAGITTARIG^(Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Try not to do 
orH 9 ^ ^ytl^ig that could idk one you care much about 
Anyjjereastal duties should be handled. 


certaintodo nothing that can spoil your good reputa* 
Uon- Study career matters. 

AQUARfUS (Jan. 2I to Feb. 19) You want to take 
ennorne neweidraprises but you need more information 
tf fheyare to bo madO successful. ■. 

’ PISCES: (Feb. 20 -to Mar. 20) Your intuition is not 
worid&g v^ Becttrirtdyj'so rely solely on your mature 
judgjnenfr/'Noi a good day to take on responsibilities. 

IF YpUaCTHLD IS -BORN TODAY 1 he or she can 
easffrtmderstand ethers -and .will be so charming that 
flveryohe^riil want to be with your progeny. Be sure to 
eendto fi»e schools where this natural charm can be 
»ihahced ahd aT6na career is possible in the world of 
entertainment. 


THE Daily Crossword byu^c^whitt-, 


isaaaa mmmm 


mmmm 

BBBB 


14 Aatercapttw 

15 Aleutian -• 


16 Stage puca, 

17 “Da6as”iiam» 


bbbbb aaa 


24 Cuphanoa - 
28 Nightwear 
-28 Hong Kong cab 

33 Charged atoms 

34 BittW-hartis 

35 Denims - 


■»■■■■! 
aBB 1 
asaaaa 

a aaflBB 


40 Neon locus . - 

41 Incursions 

42 Deceptive la Be 
OWggery 

44 Jechson or 
. Hates 
46 Unspoken 
-48 Czar name 
48 RataBghtty 
58 Garden - - 
m r nctea ea 
53 “Gz^rnen ' 

J. material . . 

54- Soviet range 
. S5 Actor Johnson 

.srabsdne 

*Cg- mapat c h 
83 Cam's vfcBm.. 
•fiSHOfiatonpra 

86 . Diploancy ...... 

87 Fatigue 

SS. Nehru's land 

-ttfeGbrtda eteam, 
-W,7amM - - 
-Til®* 


K'IMSIMmm Uetfta SerwcM. he. 
A# Rtgtdv Besanae 


Yestontev's Razzia Solved: 


! "" DOWN 
rtlfcda'P"*-- 

2 Raven cries 


BSW* 

6 BadetB 


7 Comic Roscoe 
of bU ’. 

. 6 Nautical term 
-' 9 Window Items 

10- Roman way 
-14 warts’* . . 

transport 
. 12 Worths 
Yale song 
13 After In Alias 

'turndown 
25 IraSanjprticas 
27-Ntgertandty 

28 CoSrsaffle ‘ 

29 Nastasa.pf - 
the nets .... 

30 AwrarehasB 
31. Knowledge 
S2 Erich - 

r (HbudWT 

38 Expert 

38 Satan’s arark 

39 Dole out . 

41 flfJtup 1 - 

.42 Veonaerdr - - 


hhoci nraciDFi Tirana 
nnna aarnniH araaa 
□bqd araanm 
aniiiinmiiniraana ann 
hrb amnaann 
QHninHnHn arana 
rantn raomna aarana 
naciH ranaraa aaraa 
R0Hna annraa aaa 
aaaa raRraaraaara 
nananrna nara 
Ran anraGanaraaraci 
nranR manna nraaa 
ramRD Haann aaran 
fiia0G3 aRBraa ranaa 


44 Poke 

45 MetaUcamq) 
47 Afr.gaas- 

ladda 

49 Inlet 

50 Zest 

5t Of space - 
52 Potto doctor 


56 Wimp 

58 Queue 

59 Robert or Alan 

SO^Ttiaat — 

St. Louts” 

61 r»™** . 

64 Bondlaader 
Bipwn 


5-year- Omani development plan 
envisages higher spending, deficit 


BAHRAIN (R) — Oman pub- 
lished Thursday its third five-year 
economic plan, which calls for 
higher government expenditure 
and a deeper government budget 
deficit than previous plans. 


Figures carried by the official 
Oman News Agency showed gov- 
ernment spending forecast at 9.25 
billon omani rials (527.76 bilHou) 
for the five years started Wed-- 
nesday. 

This compares with 737 billion 
($2132 billion) forecast in the 
second plan and 334 billion 
(S9&6 billion) iq, the first. 

Total rbvexfues were estimated 
at 8.66 billion rials ($25.05 bil- 
lion), compared with 6.95 billion 
($ 20.10 trillion) forecast in the 
second plan and 3.13 billion 
(39. 05 billion) in the first. 

Actual revenues and spending 
during the fill] period of the sec- 


ond plan, have not been published. 

Oil revenues were projected to 
rise slightly to 7.17 billion rials 
(S20.74 billion) from 7.09 "billion 
($2031 billion) envisaged in the 
second plan. 

Non-oil revenues were forecast 
to jump to 13 billion rials (53.47 
billion) from 343 million ($992 
mil Bon). 

Official figures show actual 
government spending in the four 
years 1981-4 of about 5.7 billon 
rials (516.5 billion) and revenues 
of about 53 billion ($153 bil- 
lion). 


In November, deputy prime 
minister for financial and eco- 
nomic affair ;, Sheikh Qais Ibn 
Abdul Monim A1 Zawawi, said 
the government decided to boost 
oil output, borrow internationally, 
draw on its reserves and increase 
non-oil revenue so the goals of the 


second plan would not be jeo- 
pardised. 

"The remedial measures that 
foe government undertook meant 
that no single project was either 
cancelled or scaled down. On the 
contrary, in addition to the pro- 
jects originally endorsed, the plan 
saw the start of completion of new 
ones.'* he said. 

Oman stepped up oil pro- 
duction in 1985 to 500,000 barrels 
per day or more to sustain rev- 
enues. 

The agency gave no further det- 
ails about the new plan, although 
bankers and officials in Oman 
have said they expected more 
development expenditure to focus 
away from the capital and into the 
rural areas. 

An attempt to diversify the eco- 
nomy away from its heavy dep- 
endence on oil bad also been exp- 
ected. 


Turkey seeks big boost 
in trade links with Iran 


LONDON (R) — Turkish Prime Minister Turgut 
Ozal arrived in Tehran on Friday for talks with his 
Iranian counterpart Mir-Hossein Monsavi, the off- 
icial news agency IRNA reported. Mr. Ozal is acc- 
ompanied by 150 businessmen hoping for major 
orders from Turkey’s second biggest trading par- 
tner. 


lion worth of iron and steel. 

Minister of state, Mr. Mustafa 
Tinaz Tiriz, who returned from 
Iran on Wednesday, said it was 
planned to increase trade volume 
to S3 bSHon this year from $23 
billion in 1985. 


Officials in Ankara said Mr. ■* Kharg Island in the northern 
Ozal was expected to sign eco- for insurance rates 


comic accords to 
boost in trade and 


•vide a big have soared due to the risk of Iraqi 
ancia] links attack, rather than Sirri Island fur- 


and cover construction of a pip- *her south. 


elin ft to take Iranian oil exports to Government sources said the 


A list of Iranian imports from 
Turkey was agreed, and Turkish 
firms are to help build, refit and 
supply Iranian factories in several 
sectors, he said. The businessmen 
travelling with Mr. Ozal hope to 
take advantage of this. 


the Turkish Mediterranean coast.’ officials had also found a solution 
The trip is expected to set to Turkish charges that Iran had 


the seal on an agreement reached 
by officials for Iran to drop a dem- 
and that Turkish oil tankers load 


failed to open letters of credit for 
goods which it agreed to import 
from Turkey, including S250 mil- 


Mr. Ozal, in tallra with I ranian 
Prime Minister Mir-Hossein 
Monsavi, is also expected to dis- 
cuss the Gulf war, in which Turkey 
carefully treads a neutral path. 


Qatar’s steel company 
loses about $ 13 million 


World Bank 
cuts interest 


Nigeria moves to relax foreign 
exchange, reschedule debt 


DOHA (R) — Qatar's steel com- 
pany (Qasco) could have lost 
as much as 50 milli on riyals (S13.7* 
millio n) in 1985, its chairman was 
quoted thnrsday as saying. 

Sheikh Mohammad Said A1 
Misha! , also told the daily Gulf 
News that accumulated losses 
could reach about 400 million riy- 
als ($1095 million). 


He attributed the losses to High 
.interest payment on loans, which 
readied 70 milli on riyals (SI 92 
million) a year ago, and a difficult 
market situation characterised by 
dumping. 

Sheikh Misha! said one solution 
which could alleviate foe pro- 
blems was an increase of some 150 


mflHo n riyals (S41 million) in 
Qasco’s 300 mil Ho n riyal (582 mil- 
lion) share capital, a 100,000 to 
150,000 tonnes boost in annual 


output and a cut in 'operating 
costs. It was not clear whether the 
company planned to adopt the str- 
ategy. 

Qasco, which began operations 
in 1978, produces about 500,000 
tonnes of steel bars annuall y. The 
Qatari government has a 70 per 
cent equity share with Kobe Steel 
and Tokyo Boeki of Japan holding 
20 per cent and 10 per cent res- 
pectively. 

Sheikh Mishal said operation 
costs could be cut by 50 per cent 
by renegotiating the management 
and marketing agreement with the 
two Japanese firms, which get a 
total annual fee of 20 millio n riyals 
(S55 million), and by cutting the 
cost of loans. 

The two measures alone could 
reduce losses by 45 million riyals 
(S123 million) within a year, he 
added. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
World Bank said Thursday it was 
lowering its interest rate on loans 
to developing countries to 830 
per cent from 882 per cent for the 
six months beginning Jan. 1 , 1986. 

It was the seventh coosective 
reduction since the bank adopted 
a policy on July 1, 1982, at semi- 
annually resetting its lending 
rates. At that time the rate was 
11.47 per cent. 

The rate is calculated by adding 
03 percentage points to the cost 
to the bank dnnng the preceding 
six months of a poof of out- 
standing borrowings mad e since 
July 1, 1982. 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria gave det- 
ails Thursday of a new, unr- 


Dollar soars 


U.S. carmakers post 
best output since 1979 



DETROIT, Michigan (R) — U.S. 
carmakers trad their best pro- 
duction year since 1979 last year, 
turning out82 million cars in a 53 
per cent increase over the pre- 
vious year, the companies rep- 
orted Thursday. 

-The overall gain was propelled 
by General Motors, Ouysler Vol- 
kswagen of America and US. 
production by tile Japanese car- 
makers Honda and Nissan. 

But Ford Motor, which shut 
down some assembly lines to pre- 
pare for its new front-drive mid- 
sized models, said 1985 car output 


was down 7.8 per cent from 1984. 

American Motors, controlled 
by Renault of France, also rep- 
orted a 42.2 per cent decrease due 
to a drastic chop in demand » 


The industry’s third consecutive 
year of higher production was 
another sign of the industry’s rec- 
overy from the crippling 1979/82 
recession. 

But automotive analysts and 
corporate executives said they 
expect Detroit’s string erf pro- 
durtion gains to end this year bec- 
ause of a softer market acid greater 
import competition. 


Cairo raises air freight charges 


CAIRO. (R) — Eygpt’s ministry of tourism and dvil aviation will 
raise air freight charges by 60 per cent starting from Saturday, die 
semi-official daily A1 Abram reported. The decision follows the 
introduction of a similar hike on the cost of air travel two weeks ago 
after foe government announced that an exchange rate of 135 pou- 
nds to the dollar would apply to airline tickets rather than foe 
overvalued official rate of 0.84 pounds to foe dollar. The government 
is trying slowly to abolish foe lower rate by replacing it with the 
“floating rate'* and simplifying foe multi-tiered foreign exchange 
system. 


TOKYO (R) — The dollar soared 
back above a five-year low in Asia 
Friday following a report that 
Bank of Japan Governor Satoshi 
Sumita does not want the yen any 
higher ahead of May’s seven- 
nation summit in Tokyo. 

The yen must stabilise around 
its end-year level of 200.60 to the 
dollar, he told Japan’s Kyodo 
News Agency in a new year int- 
erview*, held for release Friday 
under an accord with the central 
bank. 

Asian markets reacted ner- 
vously to the news during Friday’s 
Tokyo market holiday closure. 
The dollar jumped to over 202 yen 
from Friday morning’s five-year 
low in Asia of 198.35/45 and aga- 
inst New Year’s 198.55/65 dose. 

“The stabilisation of foe exc- 
hange rate should last for a long 
period to redress trade imbalances 
between Japan and its trading par- 
tners,^ Kyodo quoted Mr. Sumita 
as saying. 

Since the Group of Five (G-5) 
leading industrial nations agreed 
on Sept. 22 to depress the ove- 
rvalued dollar through concerted 
market intervention, it has fallen 
about 20 per cent against the yen. 

The future of world exchange 
rates and ways to sharp flu- 
ctuations in major currencies 
would be high on the agenda of the 
May summit, Japanese Prime 
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone said 
on New Year’s day. 


egulated foreign exchange market 
as part of its 1986 budget and said 
it wanted to reschedule some of its 
medium and long term debts. 

Finance Minister Kalu Kalu, in 
a statement on foe 1986 budget 
announced on Tuesday, said foe 
new “second tier”" foreign exc- 
hange market would reflect mar- 
ket forces. 

Nigeria has devalued its cur- 
rency, foe naira, by about 20 per 
cent over foe past year, but the 
official rate of just below parity 
with the dollar is over four times 
what can be obtained on the black 
market. 

Mr. Kalu said foe second tier 
system would allow market- 
regulated foreign exchange tra- 
nsactions by Nigerian banks under 
the supervirion of the central 
bank. 


The hi gh value of foe naira has 
made imports cheap and Nigeria's 
dwindling exports, other titan oD 
which is priced in dollars, are unc- 
ompetitive in foreign markets. 

In his budget speech, military 
leader General Ibr ahim Bab- 
angida announced the second tier 
market scheme and said he wan- 
ted to reduce the value of foe naira 
in order to discourage imports and 
stimulate exports. 

In his statement Thursday, Mr. 
Kalu also said he wanted to reach 
a rescheduling agreement with 
creditoTS that would allow Nigeria 
to use no more than 30 per cent of 
its foreign exchange earnings to 
service its debts. 

He said Nigeria could not afford 
to pay the four billion naira (dol- 
lars), or 42 per cent of export ear- 
nings. that would be needed for 
debt service this year without res- 
cheduling. 


Mr. Kalu did not say how much 
debt he wanted to reschedule, but 
he presented figures showing out- 
standing medium and long term 
debt of about eight billion naira 
(dollars). 


Nigeria recently decided against 
taking an International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) loan of about $2.5 
billion, which some creditors had 
insisted on as a condition for a res- 
cheduling. 

But Mr. Kalu said the 1986 
budget proposals, which included 
a sharp reduction in domestic fuel 
subsidies and a 30-per-cent levy 
on imports, would provide “a very 
realistic basis’” for resched uling 
discussions with creditors. 


Mr. Kalu said a rescheduling 
deal would make available 
much- needed foreign exchange to 
pay for imported raw materials, 
drugs and educational supplies. 


Norwegian stock market booms 
despite criticism on insider trading 


OSLO (R) — Business on the 
Oslo stock exchange has leapt 
20 -fold in just four years, but all- 
egations from overseas of insider 
trading and questionable practices 
are putting (he boom inj jeopardy. 

The Norweigan government 
this year introduced strict laws 
governing insider trading — foe 
exploitation of privileged inf- 
ormation for profit in market tra- 
nsactions — but foreign investors 
say foe new regulations are not 
strong enough. 

Oslo exchange vice-president, 
Mr. Kjell Froensdal, told Reuters 
foe critidsras were justified, but 
foe exchange secretariat was in the 
process of cracking down on ins- 
ider trading and on foe legal, but 
ethically questionable, behaviour 
of some traders. 

Turnover was just 1.7 billion 
crowns (5223 million) in 1981, 
but will probably reach 36 billion 
crowns (S4.73 billion) in 1985, 
and exchange officials predict con- 
tinued growth in 1986. 

The Oslo government will this 
year announce measures per- 


mitting foreign investors to buy 
□on-voting shares in Norwegian 
companies, and is also considering 
allowing securities trading by for- 
eign banks operating in Norway, 
Finance Minis try sources said. 

Securities analysts in London 
’contacted by Reuters said insider 
trading was still widespread on foe 
Oslo exchange and foreign inv- 
estors were wary about entering 
foe Norwegian market despite its 
attractions. 

One said foe exchange bad dev- 
eloped very quickly in a short per- 
iod, “but some stock markets 
smell of insider trading, which we 
know is rife (in Oslo)/” 

"International investors rausr 
be very careful about when, how 
and with whom they deal.” he 
added. 

Mr. Froensdal pointed out that 
small stock exchanges that att- 
racted widespread interest from 
abroad were often incapable of 
handling large share movements. 
“ We think some foreign investors 
have burned their fingers this 
way,'” he said. 


The London analysts said sel- 
ling large amounts of stock was 
impossible in Norway unless it was 
of foe top two corporates, ind- 
ustrial giant Norsk Hydro and 
computer company Norsk Data, 
both quoted on other European 
exchanges and on Wall Street. 

Norsk Data has raised its net 
profits by at least 50 per cent ann- 
ually for foe past seven years, and 
its activities have been emulated 
in Norway by small computer 
companies, but with differing deg- 
rees of success. 


Mr. Froensdal said int- 
ernational investors had lost con- 
siderable amounts on high- 
technology firms that grew very 
quickly but then ran out of steam. 
‘They were foe last to jump off 
foe train." he added. 


He said foe Oslo exchange sec- 
retariat had welcomed new leg- 
islation on insider trading int- 
roduced in 1985, but no-one had 
vet been caught. Anyone con- 
victed trading illegally now 
faces up to one year in prison. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


THAT WA5 A HARP 


TEST- HOW P V0U 


EVER GET AN "A"? 



I PASS TESTS THE 
OLD-FASHIONED WAY., 





.fT ' Jl: (unfair j| 




BOVS, rw WAPPV TO /M FDR 
THAT SINCE MXJVE^ 
BEEN WITH US LAST — -ft 
YEARS BUSINESS J 
ALMOST DOUBLED? J 




‘Only you, Stanley, could burn 
steak tartare! #/ 


Esms 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
- by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these Idut Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary worts. 


I NE VER GE T A 
iCWE-LEITHB FROM 
NOU DON'T \NAHT^ 
TO COWWTVSELF 
IN WRITING EH? > 


SILLY 

GIRL~ 




k>**>«w*w** w *. 

.... 

IfiXjaaraidKix** 



WRITIN 1 TO A BEAUTIFUL \ 
LASS WOULD BE AS DAFT' 
AS WRmN’ TD A GLASS OF 
BEER. EVERYTHlN'SHOULb, 

BE ENJOYED IN IT’S, S 

OWN WAY, CARLIN' 


fSBl 





^SORRY, WALTER . I 
G1H" CARRIED AWAY 
>■ WIT H SOM E OF -< 
HIS BETTER ONES ) 





HE FELT THE ONLY 
WAY TD MULTIPLY 
HAPPINESS 
WAS THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: TO 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BOOTY FORAY METRIC IMPEND 
Answer What some musical performances sound 

like someone's having— AN “OPERA-TK3N'' 
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New year violence claims 
25 lives in South Africa 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Renewed violence In 
South Africa killed four more black people during 
the night, bringing the death toll in racial dis- 
turbances since the New Year to at least 25. 

Police said the body of a black city’s black areas, 
man was found in Kwandebele The newspaper said con- 
tribal homeland, in the north east servadve black councillors had set 
Residents of nearby Moutse vil- up a group called the "Fathers” to 
lage, who are fighting moves to battle young radicals known as 
incorporate them into the horn- "Maqabane"; or comrades. The 
eland, have said up to 18 people councillors are frequently a ti- 
died in tribal clashes over the acked by radicals for their acc- 
issue. eptance of the apartheid system. 

A police statement said two More than 1 ,030 people, nearly 
black men were murdered in a all of them black, have died in 22 
township near Stutterheim. Cape months of violence linked to 
province, by blacks who had set apartheid-related grievances, 
their home alight. On Thursday night the main 

The fourth victim died in hos- legal anti-apartheid group, the 
pita! from severe bums after pol- United Democratic Front (UDF), 
ice found him near Burgersdorp, said in a New Year statement that 
also in the Cape. ‘'elimination of the detested apa- 

Police have confirmed seven rtheid system has never seemed so 
deaths in Moutse and 11 els- certain in South Africa's history." 
e where in racial violence since the la Johannesburg, the black Sash 

New Year. civil rights group told a news con- 

Police also confirmed that three fere nee that incorporation of 
men were found dead on New Moutse into Kwandebele would 
Year's Day in a black squatter turn “a peaceful rural area into a 
camp in the Cape Town area. battlefield potentially more blo- 

A1 though police denied those ody than any urban township.” 
killings were political, the aut- In Port Elizabeth, leading anti- 
horitative daily Cape Times said apartheid campaigner Molly Bla- 
the men died in fighting between ckburn was buried after an e mo- 
radicals and conservatives in the tional ceremony attended by some 


Punjab leader calls for 
fight against extremists 


NEW DELHI (R) - The chief 
minister of India's Punjab state, 
facing demands for a crackdown 
on mounting violence. Friday cal- 
led for public help in crushing Sikh 
extremists. 

"Do not give them shelter. 
Hand them over to the police 
whenever you come by terrorists. 
The only fit place where they can 
live is jail." Surjit Singh Bam ala 
said. 

Speaking in the Punjab village 
of Gidriani. Mr. Bamala said ext- 
remists who killed a Sikh pol- 
iceman and wounded his Hindu 
colleague in a crowded bus on 
New Year’s Day could not be 
Sikhs. "Their only religion is vio- 
lence.*" he said. 

Gidriani is the birthplace of 
moderate Sikh leader Haichand 
Singh Longowal, killed by ext- 
remists four months ago. 

Extremists have killed about 50 
people in stepped-up attacks since 
Mr. Bamala' s Akali Dal Party 
won state polk last September, 
threatening to scuttle a peace acc- 
ord signed by Mr. Longowal and. 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi five 
months ago. 

Brij Bbushan Mehra. a senior 
leader of Mr. Gandhi's Congress 
(I) Party in Punjab, asked Punjab 
Governor Shankar Dayal Shar.na 
Friday to call a meeting of all the 
state's political groups to discuss 
the "serious law and order sit- 
uation-'* 

The Press Trust of India (PTl) 
news agency quoted Mr. Mehra as 
saying Mr. Bamala’s government 
was losing its grip oh the crisis and 
that people were growing ins- 
ecure. 

In the latest attack two sus- 
pected extremists shot and killed 


the cashier of an oO mill in Amr- 
itsar Thursday night when be tried 
to stop them robbing the till. 

Punjab authorities took several 
steps Friday to try to curb the vio- 
lence after demands by New Delhi 
for stronger action. 

An official spokesman said 
people who surrendered illegal 
firearms, ammunition or grenades 
before a Jan. 30 deadline would 
not face action horn police. 

Authorities also halted late- 
night film shows and all traffic 
along Punjab's two main irrigation 
channels, and damped a dusk- 
to-dawn ban on motorcycle riders. 

Tension is also rising over the 
Jan. 26 transfer to Punjab of Cha- 
ndigarh, the city it now shares as 
capital with neighbouring Har- 
yana state under the terms of the 
peace pact. 

Haryana's Congress (1) Chief 
Minister Bhajan Lai said Thu- 
rsday he would resist the transfer 
if claims by his state to Punjab ter- 
ritory and river waters were not 
settled. 

Meanwhile police said more 
than 100 people have been killed 
in the past 10 days in the worst 
winter storms to sweep north 
India for two decades. 

Police said the area worst-hit by 
freezing temperatures and bli- 
zzards was northernmost Jamtnu 
3nd Kashmir state where 41 peo- 
ple have died in snow or been lol- 
led as flimsy mud houses collapsed 
in heavy rain. 

During the past three Jays tro- 
ops and police evacuated 9.000 
pilgrims cut off by snow 1.500 
metres above sea level near the 
state's Vuishno Devi Hindu shr- 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLV BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — A*. South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ AK6 “AKS763 : AR5 +6 

The bidding hj* prwei-dtd: 

South Went North East 

I 7 Pm( l ♦ Pom 

3 : Pun 3 NT Pass 

•> 

What action do you laKr? 

A. — Either four hearts or four 
spades could prove lo be j hotter 
contract than three mi trump, but 
hour do you propose tu invesiiijaie 
either [m— .ihilili? You have .ilrvudx 
told partner thjt you have an un- 
balanced hand, no it is not prudent 
Ui override his decision. 

Q.2— Both vulnerable, js South you 
hold: 

OK 1076 : A92 vJ75 AJ52 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

I ♦ Pmh 1 • Pun 

3 •> Pass 3 NT Pus 

-I * Pus ? 

What do you bid now.* 

A.— L’p to now. you have told your 
partner nothing more than that you 
have a minimum one spade re- 
sponse. Actually, you are somewhat 
belter than that, because you have 
potentially useful honors in both of 
his suits. Cue-bid four hearts to see 
if that spurs him to slam. 

QJ— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦ 652 TKQJ7 v6* ♦KQ75 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

3 ♦ Dble Pus 7 

What do you bid now'. 1 
A.— West's preempt has achieved 
its purpose— you have got quite a 
good hand, but no convenient way 
to show it. About nil you can do is 
bid four hearts. That is an underbid, 
but no other action is satisfactory. 

Adopt the conservative course. 


especially since partner's takeout 
double might have been made under 
pressure. 

Q.-l — As ^outh. vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ Q98 7KQ73 >K« AK76 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North West South 

1 ♦ 2 •: ? 

What d*' you hid now? 

A. — An awkward hand. We would 
accept either a rue-bid of three 
diamond or a hid- of two hearts 
which would, of course, be 'forcing. 
The only acLion we don'l like is 
three nu trump— we would want 
two diamond stoppers for that. 

Q.5 — Roth vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

♦ AKQJ 762 : 8643 * 94 

The bidding bus proceeded: 

South Weal North East 

Pass Pass I 7 Pass 

1 ♦ Pans 2 7* Pass 

•> 

What action do you lake? 

A.— You art- clearly worth one 
move toward game, especially since 
partner almost surely has six hearts 
on this auction. With three card 
support and a ruffing value, raise to 
three hearts. 

Q-6— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦ A5 T A 109542 vAKS *06 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth Weal North East 

1 “7 Pass I ♦ Pass 

♦ 

What do you bid now? 

A. — There is no question but that 
you have to make some sort or jump 
bid to show your strength, but no 
bid » perfect. Although your heart 
suit leaves something to be desired 
in the way of quality, a jump to 
three hearts is probably the bid 
that least distorts your values. 


1 5,000 blacks, many of them rad- 
ical youths. 

Anti-apartheid activists said her 
funeral was the biggest ever given 
by blades to a white person in 
South Africa. 

Blackburn. 55, had worked ext- 
ensively within the white opp- 
osition Progressive Federal Party 
and the black Sash, spending 
much of the past year taking aff- 
adavits from township residents 
alleging ill-treatment by the sec- 
urity forces. 

„ Reverend Allan Boesak, a fou- 
nder of the UDF. told mourners: 
“ In this country there are precious 
few white people who had gained 
so much love and respect from us 
(non-whites).** 

. A police spokesman later ann- 
ounced a ban on a memorial ser- 
vice to honour Blackburn Sat- 
urday in Port Elizabeth. 

He said eastern Cape Divisional 
Commissioner Ernest Schnetler 
had issued the order because the 
meeting could “eadanger public 
safety.”' 

Many church leaders and key 
opponents of the government had 
been invited. 

Meanwhile Lesotho gov- 
ernment officials said Thursday 
South African border officials are 
turning away Lesotho citizens in a 
retaliatory move against Lesotho, 


which petitioned die U.N. Sec- 
urity Council over the killing of 
nine people in Maseru. 

The action apparently started 
Wednesday, with South African 

immig ration Qffirals only all- 
owing through those working in 
mines in the white-ruled country. 
No reason was given for the cla- 
mpdown. they said, 

Lesotho officials at the Maseru 
Bridge border post said the Sooth 
Africans had told those barred 
Wednesday they would be all- 
owed in Thursday, bat on Thu- 
rsday morning they were turned 
away again. 

Lesotho Information Minister 
Desmond Sixishe told Reuters he 
felt the South African action was a 
retaliatory move against the pet- 
ition. 

Lesotho blamed South Africa 
for the Dec. 20 murders, but Pre- 
toria denied any involvement. The 
Security Council unanimously 
condemned South Africa for the 
killings. 

Lesotho, which is surrounded 
by and economically dependent 
on South Africa, accuses Pretoria 
of backing rebels fighting its gov- 
ernment, while South Africa cha- 
rges Lesotho with harbouring Afr- 
ican Natioaal Congress (ANC) 
guerrillas. 


Savimbi to visit U.S. 


WASHINGTON (R) - Jonas 
Savimbi, the leader of Angola’s 
UNITA rebel group, will travel to 
the United States later this month 
to try to influence Congress over 
U.S. funding for his anti- 
communist insurgency. 

FigueireJo Paulo, a 
Washington-based spokes. nan for 
the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola 
(UNITA), told Reuters that Mr. 
Savimbi will meet Reagan adm- 
inistration officials and members 
of the U.S. Congres. 

Mr. Paulo said Mr. Savimbi's 
arrival date was not yet fixed but a 
spokesman fora U.S. fund-raising 
group, the Conservative Political 
Action Committee (C-PAQ, said 
the rebel leader would speak at its 
annual conference on Jan. 3 1 . 

UNITA has waged a bush war 
since 1975 against the Marxist 
government of Angolan President 
Jose Eduardo Dos Santos, which 
is backed by some 35,000 Cuban 
troops. 

The Reagan administration, 
which supports Nicaraguan and 
Afghan rebels, is considering 
some form of aid for UNITA. 

While President Reagan has 
said he has not yet decided whe- 
ther to ask Congress to grant the 
.aid. or whether it would be hum- 
anitarian or military, he has said 
he would favour a covert pro- 
gramme over open funding. 


Many members of Congress 
support the aid which they see as a 
logical extension of Mr. Reagan’s 
support for other anti-Communist 
insurgencies. The issue is likely to 
come up soon after Congress ret- 
urns from its Christmas recess on 
Jan. 21. 

One bill under consideration in 
the House of Representatives 
would provide UNITA with S27 
million in humanitarian aid, med- 
icine, clothing and other non- 
railitary supplies. 

But Congress is as divided over 
UNITA aid as it was over the adm- 
inistration's request for funds for 
the Nicaraguan rebels and con- 
gressional sources expect a tough 
battle. 

On his last visit to Washington 
in 1981. Mr. Savimbi privately 
met then Secretary of State Ale- 
xander Haig, who explained the 
U.S. wish to see all Cuban forces 
leave Angola. 

, The Sate Department has for 
years attempted to broker a pea- 
ceful settlement to the regional 
conflict that would involve the 
withdrawal of Cuban troops from 
Angola and independence for 
South African-ruled Namibia 
(South West Africa). 

Recent published reports have 
said the Slate Department opp- 
oses aid for UNTTA. believing it 
would jeopardise that peace- 
seeking effort. 


Ugandan 
peace pact 
stalemated, 
rebels say 

DAR ES SALAAM (R) — Last 
month’s Ugandan peace pact can- 
not be implemented while gov- 
ernment troops continue com- 
mitting atrocities, former rebel 
leader Yoweri Museveni said. 

Topic, the newspaper of Tan- 
zania’s ruling Charna Cha Map- 
induzi Party, quoted the National 
Resistance Array (NRA) chief 
Friday as saying be would not go 
to Kampala to take up his post as 
vice-chairman of the ruling mil- 
itary council as long as the dty was 
not safe. 

Mr. Museveni became vice- 
chairman of the council under the 
peace pact signed between his 
rebel group and the government in 
Nairobi on Dec. 17. 

On Thursday the presidents of 
Kenya and Tanzania both put off 
plans to visit Uganda Saturday, 
signalling concern over the shaky 
state of foe peace pact. 

Mr. Museveni, who arrived 
Thursday for talks with President 
Ali Hasan Mwinyi had earlier 
issued a list of 300 killin gs which 
he said had taken place since foe 
pact was signed, 

Ugandan Defence Minister 
Wilson Toko has admitted that 
government soldiers have con- 
tinued to kill and terrorise civ- 
ilians in foe northern town of lira. 

“The killings now taking place 
in Uganda are deliberate and are 
calculated to violate foe peace 
agreement” the NRA said in a 
press statement. 

“These killings have been acc- 
ompanied by beatings, raping of 
infants, very old women and 
women who have just delivered, 
looting, destruction of property 
such as burning of bouses and 
many other unprintable atr- 
ocities” the statement added. 

“These acts of barbarism are 
casting grave doubt on foe whole 
process of implementation of the 
peace agreement, especially since 
to effort is being made by the 
Uganda government to reverse 
the current dangerous situation.” 
it said. 

Both foe government and the 
NRA have said foe December 
accord calling on ali factions to 
cease committing atrocities has 
bad little effect. 

They accuse each other of vio- 
lating the agreement designed to 
halt violence which has wracked 
Uganda for the Jast 20 years. 

Uganda Thursday imposed cen- 
sorship on news about its security 
forces amid new rebel accusations 
that government troops were con- 
tinuing to slaughter civilians. 

Chief of defence forces Lt. Gen. 
Bazilio Okello told reporters a 
press security committee was 
being formed to “scrutinise and 
approve or disapprove all news 
items on security forces before 
they are printed or broadcast.” i 


25,000 professionals march in Dhaka 


DHAKA (R) - About 25,000 
striking government professionals 
marched through Dhaka Friday, 
chanting slogans denouncing the 
arrest of seven colleagues and dec- 
laring plans to continue their 
13-day-old stoppage. 

Armed police stood by as foe 
marchers shouted “free our col- 
leagues.” and "we will die for our 
demands.” 

Strike leaders told a rally before 
the march that foe 40.000 striking 
doctors, engineers and agr- 
icultural researchers could resign 
en masse on Sunday if their dem- 
ands for higher pay and status 
were not met by Saturday. 

Major opposition parties have 
called a six-hour national sto- 
ppage for Sunday, a norma] wor- 
king day here, to back the pro- 
fessionals and striking jute ind- 
ustry workers. 

The strike has shut most hos- 


pitals and affected power supplies 
and telephone services. The army 
set up field hospitals in Dhaka 
Thursday to ease pressure on poor 
patients needing immediate med- 
ical attention. At least 25 patients 
have died due to lock of treatment, 
government officials said. 

All but seven of some 1 00 pro- 
fessionals arrested Thursday were 
freed a few hours later. The gov- 
ernment has sacked 13 pro- 
fessionals since the indefinite sto- 
ppage began. 

Union leaders have denied gov- 
ernment statements that most of 
some 230,000 jute workers had 
ended their strike. 

Meanwhile, a former prime 
minister accused President Hos- 
sain Mohammad Ershad Friday of 
trying to destroy democracy in 
Bangladesh bv changing political 
parties to suit his own ends. 

“In his attempt to become a civ- 
ilian leader, he (Ershad) is killing 


one political baby after another," 
Ataur Rahman Khan said in ref- 
erence to the formation of foe 
pro-Ershad Jatiya Party last Wed- 
nesday. 

*‘He changes and forgets his 
commitments conveniently and 
does not feel bad. As a result, the 
nation is suffering from a crisis of 
confidence and leadership.” he 
said in a statement. 

Mr. Khan. 79. was a member of 
the pro-govemment Janadal Party 
formed in 1983 and later served 
Gen. Ershad as prime minister for 
one year. 

He was dropped from foe cab- 
inet last March when Janadal was 
replaced by a five-party national 
front to back Gen. ErshatTs pol- 
icies. The front was abolished with 
the formation of Jatiya Party. 

Mr. Khan urged political parties 
to unite to press for the restoration 
of democracy. 


Kanaks to attend conference in Libya 


SYDNEY. Australia (AP) — A 
pro-independence front in foe 
troubled French territory of New 
Caledonia was reported Friday to 
be planning to attend a summit of 
"Liberation movements'' in 
Libya. 

Six leaders of foe Kanak Soc- 
ialist National Liberation Front or 
FLNKS will attend foe summit in 
Tripoli within the next two 
months, foe Melbourne Age new- 
spaper reported. 

"The West might regard Libya 
as the devil, but for the people of 
New Caledonia it is France that is 
the real devil,” said Yann Uregei. 
a senior front leader interviewed 
in Noumea by the newspaper. 

Australian consular officials, 
reached by telephone in Noumea, 
capita] of New Caledonia, con- 
firmed that leaders of the front 
would attend the meeting, which 
will include delegates from the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

Mr. Uregei said his group had 
no immediate plans to seek direct 
aid from Libya. Just over a year 
ago, the front sent 17 young men 


to Libya on a one-month par- 
amilitary training course. 

More than 20 people have died 
in clashes between native Mel- 
.anesian independence seekers, 
also known as Kanaks. and 
French-European white settlers in 
foe past 13 months. 

Mr. Uregei. who has already 
made two visits to Libya, said the 
Tripoli conference of liberation 
movements was an opportunity to 
publicise the Kanak struggle and 
“build solidarity” with other lib- 
eration movements. 

“TTie political situation here is 
no different from what happened 
in Algeria and Vietnam.” he said. 
"That is why we must struggle at 
the international level.” 

The French settlers, many from 
former French colonies in Ind- 
ochina and Algeria, along with 
other ethnic groups, comprise a 57 
per cent majority of the territory's 
145,000 population. 

The indigenous Melanesians 
are demanding immediate ind- 
ependence from France, which 
has ruled foe nickel-rich former 
penal colony since 1853. France 


has promised to hold a ref- 
erendum on an independence in 
association with France by not 
later than Dec. 31. 1987. 

Mr. Uregei warned of renewed 
violence if there were any moves 
to disrupt foe struggle for ind- 
ependence. 

Aside from sporadic blo- 
odletting in New Caledonia, the 
Pacific region has been virtually 
free of terrotist activity — pro- 
hably because of its geographical 
remoteness. 

But Australian Prime Minister 
Bob Hawke warned of the danger 
of terrorism spreading to the 
South Pacific following the Oct- 
ober 1984 FLNKS training mis- 
sion to Libya. 

The FLNKS was confirmed as 
foe dominant pro- independence 
political alliance in New Cal- 
edonia in elections in the territory 
last September. It now controls 
the three new regional gov- 
ernments which administer almost 
all of foe territory outside Nou- 
mea. where foe majority of set- 
tlers live. 


Aquino campaigns in 
Marcos’ home region 


ALAMINOS, Philippines (Age- 
ncies) — A small group booed 
opposition candidate Corazon 
Aquino on Friday as more than 
2,000 rural residents chanted her 
panw as die campaig ned in foe 
home region of President Fer- 
dinand Marcos. 

It was foe first time in the Phi- 
lippine presidential, campaign that, 
groups of supporters of one side 
appeared at a rally for foe other. 

Three men who identified the- 
mselves as members of a nat- 
ionalist youth group headed by 
Marcos’ daughter shouted, “down 
with imperialists” a slogan used 
by leftists against Mr. Marcos but 
which his supporters now are 
using to oppose Mrs. Aquino. 

A small group of Marcos sup- 
porters booed Mis. Aquino, foe 
widow of assassinated opposition 
leader Benigno Aquino, while a 
crowd of her supported estimated 
by reported at about 2,000 people 
chanted her name. 

In a news conference Thursday, 
she said she would never be a 
Communist but would welcome 
Communists in her government if 
they renounced violence and par- 
ticipated in the election Feb. 7. 

Member of foe Kabataang Bar- 
angay (Nationalist Youth) posted 
a sign in front of the Alaminos’ 
Municipal Hall, next to the cro- 
wded rally site, which said in Tag- 
alog, “expose foe conspiracy of 
leftfcts and rightists against the 
country”’ 

Mr. Marcos has accused Mrs.' 
Aquino of soliciting help from U.S 
sources but has also alleged that 
there are Communist advisers in 
her campaign. She has denied 
both allegations. 

Mr. Marcos, playing on Fil- 
ipinos fear of Cbmmunism, claims 
foe country would fall into Com- 
munist hands if Mrs. Aquino won 
foe Feb. 7 election. 

Mrs. Aquino said former Sen. 
Jovito Salonga has abandoned a 
quest for the vice presidential 
candidacy and signed an agr- 
eement for a united campaign aga- 


inst Mr. Marcos. 

Mr. Salonga, who heads a group 
that originally supported Mrs. 
Aquino, had opposed her running 
mate, former Sen. Salvador Lau- 
rel. 

Mrs. Aquino and Mr. Laurel 
told a rally in Lingayen. 32 kil- 
ometres from A5 aminos and 176 
kilometres north of Manila, that 
Mr. Salonga had reached agr- 
eement with Mr. Laurel on all iss- 
ues and would support the 
Aquino -Laurel ticket. 

The only holdout in opposition 
unification efforts was Eva Est- > 
rada Kalaw, from a wing of foe 
opposition Liberal Party, who has 
said foe will continue hex can-; 
dkiacy for vice president while 
s up porting Mrs. Aquino for pre- 
sident. 

Former Sen. Ernesto Maceda 
held up a copy of the New York- 
published village Voice weekly 
with the headline “Marcos takes 
Manhattan” referring to opp- 
osition charges that foe Marcoses 
and their business associates have 
accumulated properties in New 
York and elsewhere. 

“Marcos is intelligent enough 
that if be bought any properties, 
he did not put them in his name,” 
Mr. Maceda told the crowd, which 
raised bands in a thumbs-down 
gesture to show their opposition to 
the president. 

Mrs. Aquino, who arrived in 
Alaminos in a helicopter that 
swooped over foe rally site, bri- 
nging cheers from the crowd bef- 
ore it landed. The town plaza bad 
been plastered with signs sup- 
porting Mr. Marcos and his vice 
presidential running mate, ass- 
emblyman Arturo Tolentino. 

At least 20 people were killed 
and more than 600 injured, mostly 
from firework burns, in New Year 
celebrations and violence in Man- 
ila. police said. 

According to foe military, 34 
other people were killed in the 
countryside in Communist rebel- 
related action during foe last four 
days of 1985. 


Sri Lanka checking tea 
exports after poison threats 


COLOMBO (R) - Sri Lanka is 
checking all tea exports after foe 
Britsh and United States emb- 
assies received warnings that ars- 
enic had been put in con- 
signments, authoritative sources 
said here Friday. 

The Sri Lankan government 
and Sri Lankan Tea Board str- 
ongly denied that Tamil guerrillas 
mixed arsenic powder in a con- 
signment of tea forexport but con- 
finned that “precautions r 'were 
being taken. 

“There is nothing new in this 
type of threat. There have been 
similar ones earlier and necessary 
precautions were taken then. Sim- 
ilar precautions are being taken 
now,” a tea board spokesman told 


Reuters. 

A senior official for a leading 
firm which exports tea mainly to 
foe United States said the British 
and U.S. embassies had received 
letters warning that tea con- 
signments meant for export had 
been poisoned. 

“We took, serious notice of, 
these threats and halted shipments ; 
and are checking on all con- 
signments,” sakl the official, who 
did not want either himself or his j 
firm named. I 

He said foe firm would resume ! 
tea exports after it was satisfied 
tea had not been poisoned. 

The firm believed foe warnings 
were a hoax but it was taking all 
precautions. i 


Rajneesh arrives in Nepal 


KATMANDU. Nepal (Agencies) 
— Indian guru Bhagwan Rajneesh 
arrived in Nepal on Friday, saying 
he had come to see foe disciples 
who for years have been inviune 
him to visit. 

Rajneesh also said he had come 
because it was “too cold” in the 
northern Indian state of Himachal 
Pradesh, where he earlier took 
refuge after being ordered to leave 
the United States in November. 

‘Tni feeling great here.’* he said 
on arrival in Katmandu. 

One Nepalese disciple. Swami 
Anand Arun, said the last inv- 
itation to Rajneesh. in a letter sig- 
ned by 1 ,500 people, came bec- 
ause it was "heavily snowing in 
Kulu Valley- Manaii” in Himachal 
Pradesh. 

Rajneesh. on his first visit to 
Nepal, said, “I will be here three 
weeks and will see everything 
worth seeing in Nepal.” 

When one disciple cried, “only 
three weeks? 1 ' Rajneesh replied, 
“as long as you wish." 

But he said he had no intention 
of settling in Nepal, although Ind- 
ians do not need visas to live there 
or passports to travel between 
India and Nepal. Rajneesh said he 
had no plans to leave India per- 
manently in foe near future, and 
denied reports that he was looking 
for a home in Fiji in the South 
Pacific. 

The 54-year-old guru has told 
reporters at foe New Delhi airport 
that he would return to India to 
"look into some places where I am 
considering to set up a permanent 
commune.” 

“A rolling stone gathers no 
moss.” Rajneesh, dad in purple 
robes and a woollen cup against 
the early morning chill, told Reu- 
ters as he boarded a Royal Nepal 
Airlines flight at New Delhi with 
four trusted disciples. 

Rajneesh. who returned to 
India from foe United States only 
six weeks ago vowing never again 
to leave his homeland, surprised 
even close aides when he left the 
resort town of Manaii in Himachal 
Pradesh Thursday. 

A spokesman for the Manaii 
Hotel said the bearded guru, who 
had booked 19 cottages until 
March, informed foe management 


of his plans only minutes before 
bis departure. 

Guards outside his luxury hotel 
suite in Delhi kept crowds of anx- 
ious followers at bay Thursday 
night. 

Rajneesh said he was dis- 
enchanted with India after the 
government expelled 10 of his 
senior aides, all foreigners. 

The aides, including Rajneesh’ s 
personal doctor, cook and nurse, 
were asked to leave India fast 
month when their tourist visas 
expired. 

Indian newspapers reported 
Friday that Rajneesh had left 
unpaid bills totalling 250.000 rup- 
ees (520,000) at the Manaii Hotel. 

“He lives from moment to 
moment and we really don't know 
where he would be going tom- 
orrow.” one aide loh5 reporters. 

Rajneesh. said last week that be 
planned to establish a new com- 
mune, possibly on foe Pacific 
Ocean island of Fiji. He also said 
two unnamed South American 
countries had invited him. 

“ We can make a paradise. Why 
should we bother with gov- 
ernments? The Indian mind is so 
greedy and materialistic in spire of 
all foe nonsense spoken about spi- 
ritualism.” he said. 

The Fiji government has denied 
My knowledge of his plans. 

Rajneesh ran a controversial 
commune in the United States for 
four years. He fled to India in 
November after pleading guilty to 
charges of violating immigration 
laws. 

He left behind 90 Rolls Royces 
and a small fleet of aircraft in his 
flight in search of a new haven. 

Rajneesh charged last week tire 
New Delhi government was under 
pressure firm Washington to 
make his life difficult after Indian 
embassies were ordered not to 
issue visas to his followers. . 

The. United News of India 
( UNI) news agency said Rajneesh 
was planning to settle down either 
in Nepal or Australia. 

It quoted him saying m an int- 
erview before be left Manaii Thu- 
rsday that celibacy was u crime 
against nature and a high sex drive 
improved a man's creativity. 



Jailbirds fly round . 
the world on credit 
cards 

OSLO (R) — Two es caped con- 
victs armed with credit cards have 
run up bills totalling three million 
crowns ($400,000) on a round- 
the-world spending spree since 
getting away from a Norwegian 
jail, police said Friday. Huge hotel 
and shopping bills charged taint- 


two had been living luxuriously m 
Rio De Janeiro, Tokyo* Hong. 
Kong and Singapore after they fai- 
led to return to prison following 
brief paroles three months, ago. 
Prison wardens received cordial 
postcard greetings from Oeystein 
Christiansen and Per Wold from 
Trinidad and Central America, 
prison officials said. Christiansen, 
had formed a private compaity to 
qualify for the cards while still in 
orison, where he served a sentence 
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